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In winter's tedious nights, fit by the fire, by | . 
With good old folks, and let them tell thee tales 
Of woeful ages long ago betide. 
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delivered from their late pe 

ſtill a matter of ſerious deliberation in 

what manner they ſhould now proceed.” T: CE 
vol. 11, * T | 
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To remain where they were· il the day 
ro althe dangers that might reſult rom. 

a diſcovery. It was reſolved, there- 

ore, dark as the night was, to proceed, 
and they travelled onward, till the day 

| broke upon them. in a (wal opening 
of — | | 

A ſtream, which broke W 

ſummit of a lofty cliff, that bounded 

thema on one fide, and ran nuumuring 
along che oat of it, temptod them to 

. of which thay mere 4 nch 
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over her in all the We & the . 
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Anſelmo, Ellenor, and Barbara, (the 
two latter of whom felt à degree of 
5 faintneſs and laffitude almoſt equal to 
chat of the fainting Iſabel/) knew not 
nt to de. At length Anſelmo per- 


I 
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ceiving that the cliff, from which the 

| n a — | 

1 right hand, propoſed e Count Tan- 
| das fothe- if might benen beer 
"de their way Abend it, and had 
 ſearcely gained the * of the ri- 
„ £4 vulet, 
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of trees, leaving the rivulet to wind 

through a beautiful valley, which di- 
vided the foreſt as far as the eye could 
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At the bottom of this deſcent, and 


cole anche the rivulet, they ß 


ed a.cottage, and haſtened 60. 
wards it, to ee to procure 
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label aroſe, with the afliſtance of 
Rhinaldo, and leaning on kis arm, ami 


upheld by Count Tancred on che ether 
de, ſhe followed Anſelmo, who ſup- 
ported the feeble ſteps of his weary” 
Eltenor, while Rugiets ſerved them d 
 atcondant of Count Tae followed: 
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bwin. He defred his wife, who ws 
nothing back ward in her civilities, to 


attend to the lady, for as yet he diſeo- 
vered but one, while he prepared a 
bomely meal for the reſt, whom he 
perceived * . re- 

5 been bud ü . 
| Asbel and Ellenor ) were conduRted 


n old woman, after ſhe had been 
LIN informed of the ſecret of their ſex, to 
2 agortifortable bed, on which they threw 
| - - themſelves without undreſſing; and 
Barbara, at their deſire, placing her- 


| ſelf by their fide, they ſoon fell into a 
found and refreſhing ſleep. 5 
5 4 3 Ss Durs 
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During this period, Rugiero viſted | 
Rhinaldo's wounds They had been 
originally ſlight, and 2 good: conti: 
tution had already ſo far contributed t 
found his labours limited to the freeing 
his maſter from the traces of che blood 
which had originally iſſued from them. 
Having therefore dreſſed him as well 
as the bareneſs of his toilet would per- 
mit, and perſuaded him to take, in an 
eaſy chair, that repoſe of which he 
ſtood ſo much in need, he related to 
Count Anſelmo thoſe circumſtances, 
which had happened to him ſince they 

had 
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' Fo Cooney rome CASTER.. 
kad loft him in de foreſt. © He-told 


kim of the accident which had hap- 
pened to his horſe, which he had rea- 
n 
een | 


x 


> x waived,” . . 
under the tree, to which I had erept 
for ſhelter, till the ſtorm had in ſome 
meaſure abated, when I returned to 
try if I cook raiſe my horſe. - Aſter 
| ſeveral efforts I found it impradticable,. 
and was finally obliged to give over the 
amempt, on hearing the trampling of 

a bod o horſemen on the road. - As 


\ . 


2 


er eee ee, an 
it appeareT to me probable: that theſe 
were of Count Rhodolpha's party, I 
turned inunediate ly om of the path, 
and making acrobs the foreſt, which at 
that place is tolerably open, I had the 

good lack, before L had proceeded far, 
to arrive at the banka of this rivuletꝭ 
and, finding no bridge acroſs it; p.. 
eee, . 
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46 e 
vaſſals to Count Rhodolpho, but han - 
ing hoarded ſome money in the ſervice 
of the father of the lata Count de St. 

e TE 


ö [ 


by no means in ſaſety here. It cannot 
de fr from the road which I. quitted, 
= when 1 heard the-frampling of horſes, 
and by which you'found your way from 
5 one Caſtle to the other. If Count 
| Rhodolpho ſhaul- diſperſe his party 
. through the foreſt in ſearch of us, ſome 
tem nen probability, find 
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e een uche 
Lady Label aroſe, much refreſhed, and 
3 | - awakening 
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awake ning her Coufinzand attetdant;: 
Wh joined Rhinaldo and his friends... - 
it rnd rm 16 Set fi I items 

A buten ain took place 
Anſelmo comimunicated to his friends 
the fears of Rugiero;and it was agreed, 
after ſome de liberation, that they ſhould: 
ſeek: the Caſtle: of Count Roderic, Rhi- | 
naldo's father, where. they - deemed 


nn ſure of eee 
4 NS * 8 2 ooh 22 A 
Though hh ms noquigdt 


with the direct road to it, they knew 
in what part of the country ĩt lay; and 
Rugiero heſitated not to declare, that. 
he —_ he could undertake to con- 
{$5} duct 
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* Aſter a march of Tome hours, they . 
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* he was at leaſt 


5 " ; 
had an affeft on the 
us diſcovery 
This 
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ſubjecting their compa- 
eſſity of ſubj fair 
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irits of the whole party. 
irits of t 
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for n n to the incle- 
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_ on which was erected a ſtone croſs. 
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This mark Rugiero no, ſooner per- 
* ceived; than he ſuddenly exclaimed 
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To the right,” ſaid he, * b n 
belonging to the Convent of 
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di f half a mile, the road which 
leads to Count Roderic s Caſtle, which 
cannot be r more _ fix miles from 


us.“ £ | r hs 
: Anſelmo propoſed that they mould 
W turn towards the hermitage, where the 
W Lady Ifabel and her Couſin, who ſeem- 
ed worn out with fatigue,” might reſt 
i till the morning; but theſe ladies ap- * 
f peared to have collected freſh ſpirits 
from the information of Rugiero, and 0 
anxious to arrive at a place of fafety, . 
declared that they were very well en- | 80. 
abled to reach the Caſtle, urging Rhi- 2 
naldo to proceed with ſo much eager- 
1 vol. II. C 3 
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neſs, that the plan was, as it tuned out, 

moſt unluckily adopted. 

They on reached the road, but had 
not travelled far along it, when, as they 

turned che corner of a wood, which | 
projected towards the road, they we re 
overtaken by a troop of cavalry, who 
bad no ſooner diſcovered, than they 

gallopped immediately towards them. 


At che head of this troop they quick - 
ly diſcovered Rhodolpho, who imme- 
diately ordered them to be ee 
and diſarmed. 


, 


coumr RODERIC's CASTLE. 19. 
The chorſemen, who conſiſted of '2 
Rhodolpho's company of men at arms, 
attended by their valets, immediately 
preſſed 2 them. 5 


* 


Rinaldo, prepared to defend te, 

Princeſs and her Couſin to the laſt ex- 

tremity, drew up his little band, with 

WW their backs to the wood, and ſeeing 4 
W Rhodolpho preſs onwards with the reſt, 

E ſprung forward, and aimed a blow at 5 


im with his pole-axe, which, as he 
ſtooped to avoid it, alighted on his 
ſhoulder, and brought him to the 


20 counT xoDERIC's ood 
It pierced his corſlet, and, had he 

not heen completely armed, as were 
all his troop, would, though it had not 
proved fatal, have probably diſabled 
him for ever. 

This accident occupied part of His. 
trop, who ſurrounded him. As ſoon * 
2s he recovered himſelf, he gave or- 


ders that the women, whoſe habits he 
| deſcribed, ſhould be ſeized, while the 
men were engaged, and carried off. 
This command was ſpeedily execu- 
ted by the valets, who, being unarmed, 
could the more readily diſmount.— 


While 
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While Rhinaldo and his friends were 
| | _orefied by the horſemen, theſe fellows 
ſeized on the Princeſs and her compa- 
nions, and in ſpite of their efforts, their 


tears and eee bore them 


EI e 


This was not done without oppoſi- 
tion from their little party, who, upon 
hearing the“ ſhrieks of the women, 
made a daring effort to join them; but 

1 preſſed on all ſides by the horſemen, 
another body of whom formed up to 
cover the retreat of thoſe who bore off 

the Princeſs, they were finally compel- . 
led to retire, and ſeek: ſhelter in the 3 
2 s wood, 
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22 
wood, which they did without diffi- 
M culty, for the horſemen, who were 
completely and heavily armed, hav- 
ing no room to charge them, found 
themſelves rather incumbered than aſ- 
fiſted by their lances, and they could 

| notdiſmount to aſſail them in the wood; 
they therefore , when they found their 
5 enemies ſecured from any farther at- 
tack, and the prize they had contend- 
ed for attained, retired after their com- 
| Panos, 
; 1 would be difficult to paint the deſ- 
pair which ſeized on Rhinaldo and An- 
elmo at this fatal event. A thouſand 
ſchemes, 
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ſchemes, ſuggeſted by grief and in- 
dignation, preſented themſelves to 


them. They purpoſed following the 


raviſhers, many and formidable as they 


were ; but they could never * to 
overtake them. 


Tt was at laſt reſolved that they ſhould 


purſue their way to the Caſtle, when 


their attention was called towards Count 
Tancred, who was fitting at the foot- 


of a tree. He had received a wound, 
from the thruſt of a lance, in his arm, 


and it bled ſo profuſely, that there was 
little hope of his being able to walk ſo 


far as to the Caſtle that evening; and 


C4 Rugiero, 


\ 
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Rugiero, who bound up his wound, 

propoſed that they ſhould ſeek ſhelter 
for the night at the hermitage he had 


mentioned, which was at no great diſ | 
tance, and proceed i in the morning to 7 
wards the Caſtle. This advice was, in 
their preſent ſituation, too ſalutary to 


be neglected, and they returned to the 
ſtone croſs, which they had ſo lately 
left, whence Rugiero conducted chem 
to the ming. 
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HE. venerable inhabitant of the 


lamp, but fat at the door of his ca- 


vern, wrapt in meditation. He ad- 


vanced to meet them with a bene vo- 


lent 
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place had not yet lighted his 


wa % 
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lent ſmile, and offered them the ſhel- 
ter of his lowly roof, in terms which a 


long acquaintance, with the more po- 
liſhed ſociety among "mankind, could 


0 alone communicate ; and he no ſooner 
perceived the ſituation of Count Tan- 
cred, than he produced ſome medici- 

nal ſtores, for which he was much famed 

among the neighbouring poor, and 1 in- 

ſpecting the wound, applied to it a 

dreſſing, from the experienced virtues 
of Which he promiſed himſelf a ſpeedy 

ſucceſs. He then © ſpread his vege- 
table ſtore before his gueſts ; nor was 
| this all——the gratitude of his ruſtic 

— had ſupplied him with more 

ſubſtantial 
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ubſtantia food, of which he ſometimes, 
though ſparingly, partook. 5 


* 


4 He could not but perceive the gloom 
r and deſpondency which hung over @me 


oc his gueſts, and which all their ef- 
W torts to gratify him by a cheerful ac- 
: | ceptance of his favours, could not dif- 
W pcl; but his ſkill in mankind had taugt 
him, that where grief admits of alle- 
viation, by being participated, it will 
obtrude itſelf; and that where it ſeeks - 
We concealment, it is generally too poig- 
; | nant to be relieved by . communi- 
: cation. 


 Rhinaldo, 
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« - Rhinaldo, however, who knew not 
of any motive he had to conceal-him- 


ſelf fo near to his father's Caſtle, and 


who, had any ſuch motive occurred, 
would have diſdained a concealment 


with any one who belonged to the con- 


-vent of St. Julian, made himſelf rea- 
dily known to the hermit, and intro- 
duced his friends Agſclmo: and Tan- 


cred. 


The venerable hermit received this. 


communication with politeneſs, but a 


viſible reſerve hung over him during 
the reſt of the repaſt, which Rugiero, 


the moſt unconcerned of the gueſts, 


\ 
except 
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9 M 


-xcept Count Tancred's deliverer, was 

the firſt to notice. © 04 | 

| | — | Ih 
It perplexed this faithful ſervant, and 

Wc watched an opportunity to commu- 

icate his obſervation to his maſter.— 

his, however, he waited in vain to 


obtain. l 5 


The hermit, as ſoon as their frugal 
repaſt was finiſhed, begged that Rhi- 
naldo would indulge him, by accom- 


3. 
a panying him round his little domains, 
ö which it had been for many ycars his 


caily talk to beautify ; and his other, 
gueſts, perceiving that they were not 
included 


- 


3 count RODERIC's CASTLE. 
included in this invitation, ſuffered 
Rhinaldo, who readily accepted of this 
offer, to accompany him alone. 


The moon had now ariſen, and, af- 
ter ſome general obſervations on the 
beauty of the place, which, at ſuch a 
ſeaſon, would have had a thouſand 
charms for any boſom leſs torn with 
confliting paſſions than that of Rhi- 
naldo, the hermit addreſſed him as 
follows : 


« Count Rhinaldo, I am doomed to 
which I find by your converſation you 
. XS 
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are yet ignorant, and which muſt Fx 
verely afflict you.” 


* Proceed,” aid Rhinaldo, firm- 
ly—< after what I have ſuffered to- 
day, all other ſorrows muſt be light.” 


« Count Roderic's Caſtle,” conti- 
nued che hermit, © 18 in the haas of 


« Has my father then,” faid Rhi- 
naldo, in a tone of grief, « fided with 
the uſurper? Alas! why was not I 
permitted to communicate to him that 


4 8 
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N ſecret, the e of which his 


produced ſo much miſchief; for had he 
known that his lawful ſovereign — ” 

« Alas!” faid the hermit, © your 
father is himſelf a priſoner, if—if 
— he lives.” 


* 
* 


2 If he lives l faid . ſtart- 
ing back, and a viſible paleneſs over- 


ſpread his countenance. 


The king,” faid the hermit, © fur- 


prized him—no ſooner had the plot, in 
which you embarked, failed, than Aſ- 


tolpho 


4 
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.olpho ſet out haſtily for the frontiers. 
He arrived here before any intelli gence 
could be received, and deſired admiſ- 
ſion to the Caſtle, as your father's gueſt, 
for a few days. Your father, uncon- 
ſcious that he could have any freſh cauſe 
of diſpleaſure, and indeed unable, on 
ſo ſudden an occaſion, to prevent his 
admiſſion, was compelled to receive 
him; and he was very ſpeedily follow- 
ed by a force which would have proved 
formidable, had his intention been di- 
vulged. Thus has he contrived to fit 
down before his enemies, occupying a 
very formidable poſt. - Our friends, 
Vol. II. 9 how- 
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1 wever, yet poſſeſs the mount of St. 
Julian, where they are very ſtrong.” 


_ And has no intelſigence of the fate 
oo my father "or reached 3 * 


0 et but che tude and 
uncertain rumour which I have * 
„ ee l 


* 


E 
ment, in gloomy reflections. He ſtart- 
eld, aker a pauſe, from his reyerie— 
«« And father Anchony ?” ſaid Rhi- 
— in a he ſitating voice. 


« My 
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My ſon, I commend thy cau- 
tion,” {aid the hermit; . but father 
Anthony is now acknowledged for that 
which he is. Yes,” continued the ve- 
nerable anchorite, his eyes. gleaming 
with the fire of youth as he ſpoke, 
« our lawful lord and ſoyereign, Ema- 
hel, commands the forces on Mount | 
St. Julian, and may ſucceſs attend his 
arms! His ſituation indeed, at pre- 
ſent, is not without danger; but if the 
diverſion onthe weſtern frontiers, which 
is already formidable, ſhould draw off 
any ſtrong detachment of Aſtolpho's 
. what may W ab 


; + 7 c Thou 


36 COUNT RODERIC'S CASTLE. 
Thou ſpeakeſt with a fire chat 
would ſhame the tardineſs of younger 
men, father, faid Rhinaldo. 


Would I could join my brethren 
of the Mount i in arms!” replied the 
' hermit. But even here 1 may not 
prove wholly uſeleſs.” 

Rhinaldo now returned to join his 
friends, and the hermit ſpread before 
them ſome mats, the work of his own 
hands, compoſed of graſs and ruſhes ; 
but the ſofteft down could not have al- 
| hired Rhinaldo to lumber. He re- 
volved in his mind the ſituation of his 

father; 
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father; and the loſs of Iſabel, which 
had ſo deeply afflicted him, ſeemed to 
loſe ſome of the bitterneſs with which 
it had overwhelmed him, 


He judged that his own conduct, 
which he now cenſured as haſty and 
| raſh, had involved that honoured pa- 
rent in diſgrace and ruin—perhaps had : 
given him up a prey to the knife of the 
ſecret aſſaſſin. He could not for a 
moment endure the pang of a thought 
ſo pregnant with horror. He reſolved 
at all events to proceed to the Caſtle, and 
learn the fate of his father, that, if he _ 
ſtill lived, he might learn his deſtiny, 

| Dy - .- ans: 
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and participate his misformmes ; and, 

if dead, might revenge his death, or 
devote himſelf a facrifice to the fatal 
conſequences of his raſh and myſteri- 


ous enterpriſe. 


Anſelmo, whoſe loſs would not permit 
him to enjoy a larger portion of repoſe 
chan fell to the lor of Rhinaldo, left 
his couch with the firſt dawn of day, 
and perceived his friend already riſen, 
and tracing, with penſive ftep, the 
beautiful, yet gloomy receſſes, with | 
Which the neighbourhood of the her- 


Here 
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Here Rhinaldo related to him the 
intelligence which he had received from 
the, hermit, and concluded- with. his 
fixed determination to diſguiſe himſelf, 
and at all events, if Poſſible, gain 2 | 
ceſs to the Caſtle. 


- The ee father now joined 
them, and having in vain endeavoured 
7 to point out to Rhinaldo the raſhneſs of 
his undertaking, was compelled to ac- 
 quieſce. i in his determination, and of- 


fered to aſſt in preparing him for the 
Perperration of his deſign. 
D 4 | „ 


a» » 
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Anſelmo, when he heard that the | 
rallying point of the party which had 
been ſo unſucceſsful i in the enterpriſe, 
of which he had been the leader, was 
ſo near the ſpot where he now was, re- 
ſolved to join the faithful adherents of 
Emanuel at the convent of St. Julian ; 
| and received intelligence from the her- 
. mit of a paſs by which he might gain 8 
the out-poſts, avoiding at the ſame 
time the troops of Aſtolpho, and 
à ſecret word, which would pro- 
cure him ready admiſſion to their 
f leaders. —— | = 


_ - Rhinaldo, 
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| Rhinaldo, in purſuance of his de- 
ſign, cut his hair cloſe to his head; and 
having otherwiſe, by the aſſiſtance and 
advice of his friends, ſo diſguiſed his 
perſon, that there was little dread of 
his being diſcovered, changed his dreſs 
for that of the man who had attended 
Count Tancred, and, having taken a 
friendly leave of that nobleman, whoſe 
wound became ſo much inflamed, as to 
threaten him with ſome confinement in 


the hermitage, he departed, accom- n 


panied by Count Anſelmo and his faith- 
ful Rugiero. 


— 
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- When: they had proceeded about 
three miles on: their journey, Count 
Anſelmo, accompanied by Rugjero, 

whom his lord, in ſpite of all his in- 

treaties, refuſed to admit to a ſhare in 
the adventure he was abaut to under - 
_ take, leſt his preſence ſhould lead to a 
diſcovery, quitted Rhinaldo to purſue 
themed whinh the hexiit had. iam 
out to him. 


i 


gn in meditation on his intended 

ſcheme, and revolving in his mind plan 
aſter plan, now adopting and now re- 
jecting them, as they offered themſelves 
. - = for 


\ 


cer leber carte, 4 
for his conſideration, Rhinaldo- came 
within fight of his father's Cattle, be- 
fore any ſettled ſyſtent of operationhad | 
Re en to him. = 


While as muſing, W 
fixed with a mournful gaze on the well- 
known turrets, which recalled to his 
memory many of the cheerful-and in- 
nocent hours of childhood, he came 
ſuddenly upon a guard' of Aſtolpho's 
ſoldiers, who were poſted on one : of the 
avenues to the Caſtle, ' * 


une ene duty aſced 
um who be wes? and where lie'wia | 
going 


? . 
= 

; | 

{ | 

4 
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1 
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going! ? As he was iR nn. 
ſwer he ſhould give, he perceived the 
- corporal, who was commanding officer 
of this party, miſerably — 4 
3 a Seth 4 8 | 


He anſwered, « that he was a poor 
harper, who had been robbed in the 
foreſt of that which was the only r means 
of his re ee harp.“ 


This was a ; lure, from which he 
hoped to derive ſome advantage. , for 


he was well ſkilled in this inſtrument, 


which 
3731 „ 


* 1 1 ; ; * 
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which had formed great part of his 

amuſement during his youthful 5 1 

means deceived in his expectati -. f 
The corporal aroſe upon hear- 

1 and, giving him the inſtru- 
ment, deſired him to play. He had — 
no ſooner touched it, than the whole 7 
guard forgot their duty. They „ 
ceived him as if he had been an od 
acquaintance, and the corporal plac- . 
ing him on the ſeat which he had juſt 
occupied, they ſat in a circle round 
aim, liſtening to the trains which 


Son Hs js ee Glene 5 


| W 
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Io this officer he particularly attach- 
el himſelf, and ſo won upon him, by im- 
parting to him a few inſtructions con- 
| cerning the inftrument he fo much ad- 

mired, that when he was reheved, he 
ſwore he would not part with ſo valu- 
able a friend, but conducted him to the 
guardhouſe of the Caſtle. 


fold and frequently urged to enliſt — 


among them, but telling his friend, the 
corporal, frankly, that he did not like 
the fituation, and wiſhed to be placed 
in ſervice, that officer ſoon introduced 
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him to one of the ſervants of the houſe, 
who was like himſelf fond of muſic; 
and by the good offices of this patron, 
Rhinaldo became ſoon-enrolled among, 
the live ried attendants 1 


* 


9 
43 COUNT. RODERIC'S CASTLE, 
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CHAP. XII. 


0 Hs introduced to his paternal 
5 manſion, he mingled unnoticed 
Vith the ſervile herd, among whom he 
was enrolled, and traced, in this ob- 
ſeure fituation, thoſe ſtately apart- 
ments, 


* 4 
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ments, which had rung with gratula- 


tory acclamations at his birth, and 
where his youth had been * with 
the moſt anxious care. 


The ſplendid armour which adorned 


the hall, had proved the hardy deeds 


— 


of a long line of warlike anceſtors; and 


the banners which waved over them, 
were badges of their ne deſcent. 


on the 8 ſucceeding the day 


of his admiſſion to the Caſtle, as he was 


employed, with others, -in preparing 9 


repaſt, Aſtolpho, attended by the chief 
VOL, 11, * _ officers 


— — — 


his ran rabicarous dem, and artempiing 
; 2 4 . 'to 


, 
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| officers who bad accompanied him tn 


thi expedition, entered the hall. He 


Was Weaning oh one of His train in doſe 
and familiar converfe. How was the 


indignation of Rhinaldo arouſed, when 
be found this favourite to be his chucl 


| TROP Rhodohho! 


A thouſand ideas obtrudet the m- 


ſelwes At once on his tit. Confitt- 


ing paſſions aſſailed his boſom, over 


Which rave and revenge predotttinated, 
ä md be ves on the poitit of ruſhing, 


umrmed and helpteſs as He was, upon 


— 


unknown as he was, ſome favourable 
opportunity of ſerving her might Oc- 


a , | | 125 G | - 
coun. RODERIC'S CASTLE: $8 
to ſacrifice him, even at the Gde of Af; 


| tolpho, a victim to his own wrongs, 


and the tears of his adored Ifabe]. But 
the idea of this lovely maiden preſent- 


 ediirſelf co his imagination, at a forry- + 
| nate period, to check the wild frenzy 


winch had food hung... re 


24 


| | Rhodolpho wasin the Caſtle Was | 
| it not probable that Iabel was there 


too? The hope, faint as it at firſt ap- 


peared, that ſhe might, even now, be 
under the fame roof with him—that, 


cur to him, foothed his tranſports, and 


= 
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he retired, 4 fol as the duties of his 
office would permit him, to meditate, 
0 in ſolitude, on a ſubject, which ſo am- 
. ply engroſſed his contemplation. © But 
he had ſoon, alas! a deeper ect fo for 
gang for 2 


7 * 2 
2 5 „* ; h $6 #® * 3 * "7 
- o . : a 
e Meditation, even to madneſs.” 
> - 


"ha was no 8 jet of dts 
3 Caſtle, chat Ro- 
deric the Hardy, the lord of the do- 
main, the father of Rhinaldo! had 
been murdered, within half a league 
of the Caſtle; and the finger of fuſpi- 
cion e at ee 


2 3 6 
Mn . L 


1 


. 
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533 
| Indeed, when the circumſtances at- 
tending this tranſaction were conſider- 
ed, little doubt could be entertained on 
the aue. 
Roderic had not been ſeen ſince he 
had welcomed the king to the Caſtle. | 


A very ſhort time had ſufficed toac- 
quaint him with Aſtolpho's deſign, and 
at day-break on the enfuing more 
ing, (for it was evening when Aſtol- 
Pho arrived,) he had departed, com- 
pleatly armed, with a few truſty at= 
tendants. Ir was thought that Aftol- 

pho was awa.e of this departure, and 
| | r | winked : 


1 * 
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* 0 


winked at it, "Hough Count Roderic 


_ "eould have but one deſign in i it, Which 
was to join his friends in the weſt, for, 
within half a league of the Caſtle, he 


was ſet upon by a party, and killed 


| with the ſhot of an arquebuls, pointed 


directly at his breaſt, ſo cloſe that his 


| vanes was unable to reſiſt the balls... 


V2, 


was carried off, and probably for 1 rea- 
fors known to — if he were 
+.” WW * 


EFA 


| "NG ow of his FEE RG wood. 
but the tranſaction was witneſſed by 

Tine who knew his armour. They 
Tought allerwards for the body, but 
; that, as well as thoſe of his attendants, 


m—_— 


* 
F ; 


hope of revenge could have inſtigated 


taken, or have procraſtinated, for a 
moment, a diſcoyery which mult bare 


o 
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really the author of this marker 
n. e 


The gebe ins of Rhinakla _ bs 


this horrid cataſtrophe, were the mgſt 


bitter that unbounded grief and une 
vailing remorſe could - furniſh. He 
looked upon himſelf as the murderer 
of his father. A. ſettled gloom over- 
ſpread his mind, and nothing but the 


him to perform the taſk he had under- 


en fatal to Ni. 


; > 4 
ky, 
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From theſe more chan melancholy 

reflections, he was arouſed by intelli- 

gence which diverted his affections in- 


to 2 different channel. He learned 
that the Princeſs was actually, as he 


whom he could converſe with had yet 


den her. It was alſo reported that 
_ was ſoon to be married to 


+ + 2 * = - „ "age 6 * - 
8 % -- . 


the Caſtle from the days of his earlieſt 
youth, knew that, if ſhe was actually 
there, ſhe could not be long concealed 
Ou him, and reſolved to watch the 


—_— —_— 
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i ſuſpected, in the Caſtle; but nobody 


-— Rinaldo; acquainted as he . 


IBS: | motions 
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57 fn 
motions of Rhodolpho with a ſcrutis- 
2 * "Re 5 


In the mean time hoſtilities. were 
vigourouſly carried on between the wo-] 
parties. 2 S526” $0.4 u eee 
Aſtolpho had a very ſtrong fore 
with him at che Caſtle, with which he 
continued to make vigourous aſſaults 
againſt the Priory ; but, beſides that, 
that poſt was almoſt impregnable—it 1 
Vous defended by the moſt bwe nd! 
= experienced knights for ſuch had 
Y been the fathers of Sx, Julian, beſere 


"— 
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ee dice of 


The wound which had detained 
Count Tancred at the hermitage, 
proved more obſtinate than he had 
expected; nor did the ſtate of his mind 
| in any way contribute to the forward- . 
ing its cure; but he found, in the con- 
verſation of the venerable hermit, much 
bis forms. * 6 FM 


6 


Thi holy father, who had ng trod, 


| 8 of the world, had not viewed 


5 4 * - 7 
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Si without © obſervation. "His 
mind was, therefore, amply ſtored 
with true wiſdom, that which is born 
of ſound reflection upon long experi- 
ence, and the ſublime truths of reli: 
gion had ſoftened his heart to the frail 
ties and infirmities of his fellow-crea- 
tures, while they ſpread over his breaſt 
that delicious calm which they alone ay 
, capable of e 1 1 


\ * - ' 


- 
— 


Count Tancred, wha, i in commu 


nicating his grief to ſuch a man, found 
the only alleviation to his ſorrows of 
which they were capable, ſoon enk 


eg truſted 


-_ 
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truſted to him the ſecret of that me- 
ly, to which it was too apparent 
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“ wonder at the weight which op- 
« preſſes my foul, and which, in ſpite 
ce of all efforts to throw it off, fell 


OU will not, my venerahle a- 
ther,” ſaid the Count, 2 long 


Fa! 


— 


— 


- 
4 
— 


, CY : 
. 4 
62 COUNT -RODERIC* LX. 
| S CAST. 
# * a 2 — 5 2 s A „ F 
— — 3 N ; 
| " g 


* pbaffles my endeavours, when I relate 
to you my unhappy ſtory. 


Tou are not ignorant, that our 
te monarch Aſtolpho, ſurnamed the 
t younger than himſelf, whom, when 

upon the death of the great and 
95 =” good Emanuel, he mounted the 
4 throne of Lombardy, he drew from 


1 - — — 
„ eee 
1 he Paincrls Apats wis a his 


«ime of ſuch render years, that it 
: i jeſs proger din ber 
„„ | 4 on" 


eee 
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xc long at court. The Caſtie of Mon- 


« delightfully firuarced, was ſitted up 
« in a moſt princely manner for her 
te reſidence ; and ber hbufehold was 
« eftabliſhed under the government 
« and direction of a . her rela- 
den. D AN ẽe̊ Gr I 
1386, dee | 
* J chen Reemed, the good fortune 


. to aber dne. In an age, Httle ad- 


« vaneed beyond that of infancy, 1 
«© was ippoitred ene of the pages to 
4 kane woe? 1 0 * 75 


* " 
„ - * - 
$ - 
-. ? , : - * 
+ 
«f 1 : 10 
9 
” C p L — 
1 
. 


| : -64 count RODERIC's CASTLE. 
F Pe | Ler me paſs over, my venerable 


.  * ſeeds of apaſſion, which I ſhall carry 
——— began to wn- 


i 
—— 


» # # * 6 * - : 


© « Thoſe delicious moments, which 


; | ., « were inceſſantly marked by ſenſa- 
1 1 tions as ſweet as undefined, are 
3 1 awakened to the memory, only to 


N embitter, by obtruding themſelves 
1 into a compariſon with others which 
n A have been as ſtrongly tinctured 1 
= — complicated miſery. e 
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4 What was at firlt duty, Gans 


* to be ſomething more - and, ſurely, | 
cc no hours can be more ſweetly paſſed 
than choſe in which his duties of ſta- 


« tion are ſtimulated by affection, and 


«© have the reward of not paſſing un- a 


noticed by chain 2 


eK The Princefs FIR diſtinguiſhed | 


me] adored her e grew up to- 


« gether, and « our paſſion CT þ 


.P with our years. 


"2- 


” . 


„Le hated: to the concluſicn | 
40 of a tale, which too much arge. | 


1 


me. \ 
" : 123 
- ET +4 - ” * * « "x 
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2 vol. 11. F „ During 


aa 
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be Inthe time oft the late wars, Aſtolpho 
« ſcarcely during three years reſided for 
« three months in the capital. The 
« « Princeſs, though of an age to-grace 
| ce © the moſt diſtingutſhed' circles, by 
© her underſtanding as well as her 
825 beauty, ſcemed to be forgotten, and 
= remained, without a murmur on her 
= of rode ar che Calle of Montalban. 


x4 


* 
a.. , . >. 


„ Happy Nina W made 

1 * up of the moſt delicious moments ! 
. To ſee her daily to attend her as 

| „ the fwecteſt, the molt grateful" of 

4 duties urged me, was all my full 
* fatxfied heart had learned to n! 


\ 
— 
*% nd 
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A ” 


« Alas! it was too ſoon to end. I 
« became of an age, when it was 
« deemed i improper that I ſhould re- 
cc main idle at home. M 


— * 
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** * e to a — 
« and, with as much alacrity as a man | 
cc can poſſeſs, who leaves behind him | 
cc all to which his heart has learned to 

c cleave, I joined the army. 
it then ſtationed with the ſame brigade- 
ce. 48 Rhinaldo, and it was our fortune 
c to ſee ſome ſevere ſervice together. 
1 J returned about the time when Aſ- 


4 tolpho ordered the Princeſs to court. | 
: FIST . 2 5 


I was 


: 


6 coun RoDERIC'S cs CASTLE. 


6 She there becamethe theme of c. 
ce. Kfs adimiration. 


* 
. pA — 


n Aſtolpho hi — to adore 
« her, when ſuddenly, contrary to all 
« expeRations, in ſpite of hey deteſ- 

«the ſhed at his feet—he faovificed 
4 her to his ſtern and brutal favourite, 

„ Count St. Amand, 


Pap 


Pad, vindiftive, and remerſc- | 
"as — OUR ſolirned 
81 =: by 
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* by the beauties whichinflamed him 
ce but bore his wretched victim to a 

« dreary. Caſtle on the north of this 
« foreſt, where, in ſolitude, ſhe was | 
« left to ſhed unavailing tears over the 

tc miſerable fate to which the unac- 

« countable partiality of a brother, 
« who, ſhe had reaſon to believe, lo- 
ved her, had conſigned her a oy” 
Bt "vc ee RF 


* » 
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% What, aas! was my e 

M during this dreadful period ! My 

«- deſpair was not to be concealed. ' It 

= © became. ſo marked, chat the cauſe 
F "fi began to be whiſpered at court: 
4 FF My, 


——ü—ä — — — — A 
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cc © My frantic love at length, no longer 
' « to be reſtrained, burſt forth in an 
act, which involved the object of it, 

«. as well as myſel; in che taoſt wreich- 

. cc ed * a 


2 


+ giving to * an inter- 
"I « view, a laſt one, with the Princeſs, 
and then to ſeek in a foreign war 
chat death, which the peaceful ſtate 

of my own country l 

« my wiſhes. . nfm 


5 ante I bribed 
wr «-her ſervants, and gained admittance 
= to her preſence. She was in her 


, 
14 X a ; 
Ez. YR. 3 chamber, 
: © . 2 : 7 | | 


* 1 
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95 chamber, which ſhe ſeldom quitted. F 
«« I found her employed in adding ſome WE: 
« ornaments to a mantle of ſtate which yy 
« ſhe had formerly embroidered and 7 
« deſtined for me, upon Aſtolpho s 
2 promiſing, at * interciiſiion,. to 
« appoint me, young as I was, to the | 
« office of Knight Marſhal, which i is, ES 
as you well know, a poſt of great Fe 
te honour, and to which my birth alone, 
< though it is not inconſiderable, could 
« ſcarcely, at ſo early a period, have. | 
« entitled me. wed 1 1 4 


* 


K « She was weeping—weeping, as 
E me confeſſed, in an agony of ſor- 
F 4 4 row, 


« * 
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1 e row, as Won as her refortrivent-at 
4 the raſh action of which I had been 


« guilty had fubfided, over the me- 
* 5 the unfortunate Tancred. 
eee cis delicious 
« though. fatal interview. J told her 
my reſolve we were both in tears 
Al vas kneeling at her feet, bid- 
*"ding her adieu, and bad my lips 
e preſſed to her lovely hand, which 
ec vas wet with my tears, and on which 
„ imprinted a laſt. kiſs, and was ri- 
4 OG to-tear myſelf away for ever— 
© when-the Count, whether appriſed 
ec Sree had corrupted, or 


c jncited 
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73 
« yailed at Court, and the ſettled ſor- 
« row and: diſguſt which the Princeſs 
« could not conceal at the facrifice ſhe 
« had been compelled to make, burſt | 
cc into the room, attended by a nume 
* rous train of fervants. Wi 


% © 


was about to A my told 
© when] was ſeized and diſarmed. | 


* The brutality of the Count's na- 
ture now raged uncontrouled. He 
cc drew a poignard, as if about to mur- 
ce der his wife in my preſence; but 75 
2 NO of a nn 


ö 


— 
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— to check this purpoſe. He ſmiled 

„ grimly on her, and, ſheathing the 
* dagger, ordered me to be carried to 
8 phee of aa "= 


— eee eee 
morning, before the day broke, 
. © conveyed ſecretly to a ruinous man- 
| © ARSE ated rw area, i in vow 
3 ee een, a n 


- * 


” W 


5 «/The miſeries 8 
Aſpaſia endured, from the ſavage 
7 . of this mon- 


cc ſer, 


CZ. 4 
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« ſter, during a month's confinement 
c in that deſolate manſion, the pe 
cc can tell. % i M £1 dg ane 
*; * 


ec 1 was the tenant af a loatkiſyme 
« dungeon, from which the hand of 
« Providence, and the courage and 
« conduct of my friend Rhinaldo, re- 
« lieved me. In what manner you 
have heard from himſelf. You have 
« alſo heard how the Princeſs was 
« again torn from us. But let me 
ce periſh ignobly, if I do not diſcover 
« the, miſcreant Rhodolpho, the baſe 
cc ſon of this inhuman father, if the 


cc earth 
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& earth does not conceal him. I will 
"7M tear him from the ſide of his maſter, 
c in whoſe favour he hath ſupplanted 
* « his father, rather than forego the re- 
« yenge for which my ſoul thi 
TT SER. 
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. 
% 
* 
| . = 17 " — 3» * 
' oF; * N 


2 


HE. hermit firove a6 en the.. 


violent agitation, which he per- 


had raiſed in his boſom, and, having 
ſoothed him to ſome degree of tran- 
quillity, addreſſed him as follows : 

3 | =Y cc Alas 


3 


ceived the relation of Count Tancred 


* 


"Fs" , e 
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« Alas! my ſon, let not your rage 
induce you to attempt impoſſibili- 


g ties; but await till circumſtances 
<« ſhall bereave your enemies of that 


cc power, of which they are now, too 


| « fatally, poſſeſſed. 


« Rhodolpho is as firmly fixed as 
cc his father was in the favour of Afſ- 
6 tolpho; - and were another ſiſter to 


2 be ſacrificed, dear to chat monarch 


ec. 43 wes Albina, ſhe. would. inſtanta- 


<<*neouſly- become the ſacrifice * 
«connexion. WT. * 

* 44 i a © 2 2) $4 41 £ 4 
— 119 44.4 „ my 4 "* | | 


* 


1 
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- « Of the cauſe of this I haye leam- 
e ed from Rhinaldo that you are ig- 
« norant but I do not fear to truſt 
« you with it. Liſten then to the 
« ſtory I ſhall relate: 


wr 7 "TI TE 4 
F - : 


It is now about fifteen. years ſince 
« Lombardy. ſuſtained a loſs, which - 
« it has never yet recovered, in our 
cc great and good Emanuel, when this 
« half-brother Aſtalpho aſcended the 
throne. It was generally thoughtthat 
„ from his attendants, and in ſpite of 
« all thoſe inquiries which the anxiety 

n „ 


7 4 
„ 


* 


** foreſtin which he was miſſed abound. 
* ed * „ largeſt ad 


Ke ies oe *S „ * 1 - 


Act of his government the mild 
«- neſs and urbanity of his addreſs and 
+, manners, — loſs of ſuch 


* 
— 


* 
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e was it without ſymptoms: of gloom 


and diſſatisfaction that Aſtalpho's ri- 


<< tle to the crown was contefied ; and 


« the daughter of Emanuel, though 
<<. then in the age of abſolute infancy, 
did not want partizans, who ſug- 
« geſted in very 2 
to the throne. . FOIL? 


# 0 ** N « | 
Fi % * * * " þ.] 


« The party of Aſtolpho, however, 
<« who was indiſputably brave and {kil- 


< ful in the field, and who poſſeſſecl 
ſome of thoſe virtues which allure” 
N popularity, ſoon ſilenced theſe mur - 
e murers, and be Was apr 
« king. * 


Y 


Fas. 1. Fourteen 
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«Fourteen years had elapſed ſince 


this event took place, when aftran- 


e ger, poorly clad, but of a dignified 
« and majeſtic mien, arrived towards 


etc the fall of night at the Priory of St. 


r Julian, and demanded of the ſupe- 


ec jour admiſſion into the brotherhood, 


e pledging himſelf to make good: his 


=_ claim on the ſucceeding day. - 


1 The neceſhry qualification for a 
, brother of our order is, that the 
. candidate be a knight, who has for 

2 fifteenyears! ſerved his country brave- 

88 * 99 NEON and without: reproach. 


N a f | * 1 
1 
* 5 1 A 4 The 


CT . 
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The ſtranger was preſented with 
ſome refreſhment after his journey, 
e and conveyed to a cell, where he 
<< was left to repoſe himſelf till the 
„ mortüng, when he was deſired to 
ee attend the ſuperior of the order. 5 


4 8 « When the ſtranger was admitted CH 
ec into the preſence of the ſuperior, he 
C aſked him tif he knew him 20d 


„ The old man, who had lived for 
e above thirty years in that retire- 
6 ment, had la a races of his coun- 
7 tenance. 


G4 c My 
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c My father!” exclaimed the ſtran- 
ger, © if your pupil Emanuel, who 

« followed your ſteps ſo inadequately 

it at the battle of the Bucklers *, ſhould 


« be till living, might he hope pro- 
c tection from the brothers of St. 


Julian?“ 2 4 


So called from a corps of infantry called 
Buckler Men, who fought with ſword and tar- 
get, and whoſe gallant and/under the ſhelter 
of their bucklers, which were exceedingly large, 
ſaved the right wing of the army; commanded 
by the father of Emanuel in perſon, a and turned 
the fortune of * day. 


5 N * 
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„The good old man aroſe from his. 
e ſeat at theſe words, and approached | 
« the ſtranger, for his eyes had begun 
= already to grow dim with age. He 

1 ſurveyed him for a ſhort time, and 

tei then falling at his feet, and embrac- 
ing his knees, —* I have lived long 
« enough!” exclaimed the venerable 
foldier ; œam I permitted once more 
« to behold my ſovereign one who 
ce has ſo long been the pride of my 
« heart !—one whoſe death my age. 
« has ſo long lamented.” 


% Emanuel (for he was the ſtranger) 


* raiſing the old man, folded him be 


NES. « bis 


+ A146 eee A ot... K 2 
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te his arms, and aſked him whether he 
te might confide a ſecret, on which his 


« life depended, to the-reſt of __ fa-- 


ce thers! 5 


Of this indeed he little doubted. 


« He knew them all — for they had all 
te been the companions of his youth, 


e as renowned for their courage as their 


1 « conduct, and he caſily gave credit 


< to the venerable prior, when he took. 
« upon himſelf to anſwer. for their 
« fidelity. 


© They were immediately ſummon- 


we ed, and Emanuel diſcovered himſelf. 


© to 


1 


COUNT RODERIC'S CASTLE. 
« to them, and related the cir- 
« cumſtances of the myſterious fate 
« which enveloped him, nearly as 
<« follows = — . 
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4 — * — — |; 2 
CHAP. XV. 
NN the day which firſt beheld 


me torn from my kingdom, 
| « and doomed for fourteen years to a 
| "ES « \ſtate. of dreary and melancholy con- 
4 \ Hnemert, 1 was purſuing the chace 


ec with 
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« with my wonted eagerneſs, and ſounck 
«« myſelf, through the-ſwiftneſs of my | 
< horſe, ſeparated from all: my-com- 
panions and attendants, except my 
« brother Aſtolpho, and his friend the | 
Count St. Amand, who had changed 
cc their horſes, and were thus enabled 
«. to keep up with me. | 


* 


( After riding for ſome conſider- 
« able time, and finding ourſelves in- 
« yolved in the moſt intricate part of 
c the foreſt, notwithſtanding the {kill 
« of the Count de St. Amand, who 
c undertook to guide us, it was pro- 
. by that noble man that we 
4 ſhould. 


— 


go. coun RODERIC'S CASTLE-- 


«ſhould ſeek refreſhment at a man- | 
« fon. of his, which he faid he was 
« ſure could be at no great diſtance 
* from. the part of the — 
« we then were. 


o 
- 


* 


e It proved, as he had conjectured, 
e that we were near to this ſpot, and 


a ſhort time conducted us to it. It. 
vas an old building, ſpacious, and. 


* formerly, no doubt, magnificent. 2 


*« The Count apologized for the 
reception we were about to meet 
« with, in a” houſe where he main-- 


* tained but. few ſervants, and where. 


he- 


„* 
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cc he ſeldom reſided. It did not, there-- 
e fore, appear ſingular wa be. 
cc welcomed only by a ſingle domeſtic, N 


« ho received orders to attend to our 


<< horſes, and procure us ſome refreſh- © 


ce ment; while we were conducted by ; 


«the Count himſelf to a ſpacious - 


r apartment. There a collation was 


« ſoon ſpread; and we ate like men« 
e who had rode hard all the morning. 


« ' After dinner the Count propoſed * 
eto ſhew us the houſe, in the con- 
« ſtruction of which, old as it was, he 
« ſid there were ſome mts deſeiv- - . 
"ſl ing attention. 


ec After 


aa} 
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« After viewing: many apartments,. | 

« we were conducted up a ſtaircaſe in-- 

* to a ſmall. room, in which were de- 

4 poſited various pieces of armour ; 
8 « from this room, ſlipping aſide a pan- 
— nel of the wainſcot which concealed a 
& door ſtrongly fortified with iron, the 
« Count led us into an apartment to- 
e lerably ſpacious, but very gloomy, 
* furniſhed with a bed, and other con- 
© vyemencies of a ſtate ly ſtructure, but 
< of mT . n. 


"I this apartment I was much ſur- _ 
«. prifed to find a man of a ſtern feroci- 
K & cus countenance, and a robuſt make, 
| 3 - « whom, 
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e whom, though I had not much no- 
e ticed him before, I ſoon perceived 
eto be the ſervant who had attended 
e at our entrance. He was armed 
with a cuiraſs, had. a ſword by his 
4e ſide, a dagger in his girdle, and held 
« a partizan in his hand. | 


J obſerved, with ſome ſurpriſe, _ 
e that he did. not move his hat, which 
e he had on, at our approach; and a 5 
< little alarmed at this circumſtance, | 
as well as his general appearance, 
<c from my own defenceleſs ſtate, (for 
I had ſet out in the morning armed 
only with a cutlaſs for the chace, 
1 80 « which. 
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<< which I had unbuckled and thrown 
-«« aſide, during our repaſt, after the 
«CC example of my brother and the 
e e I turned round to look for 
o, and perceived that he had 
. not entered dhe room with us. . 

4. J had. no time to 3 conjece- 
«tures on this eircumſtance. The 


«CC 


de and, advancing towards the man, 


his hand, and pointing it to my 


„ 


. — * 
2 * s „ q w 4 — 
. # " 
- 4 \'*# 
* 
6 1 Kt . 
A | So EF. 
# 


ory Weben carver. — 
e then deſired the fellow to do 
. his duty, who, reaching down a pair 
* of manacles, which were hung to 


.cc the wall, came forward to bind them 
* ee ve 


"0M Unarmed as I was, I dilddbnitt ts 

ce ſuffer this treatmenttamely. I ſeized 
we the partizan which the Count held 
to my breaſt, and ſhould ſoon have 
ec wreſted.it from him, bad ner af- 
« ſociate come to his aſſiſtance, and, 
* — it on s if 1 0 not 
N * | 


2 ˖ͤ Rs 


| 
* 
CY 
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I found farther reſiſtance enſured 


de my immediate death, and was, at 


; 


* 


< length, obliged to ſubmit. My 
v hands were manacled, and, after 
e being aſſured that, if 1 proved trac- 

* table, my life would be ſafe, and 1 
< ſhould want ſor nothing, I was left 
* to meditate on this ſingular tranſ- 
-« action, the iron door being ſecured, 
, as J could but too well hear, by many 
* locks and bolts. - 


— During fourteen years confine- 
<c. ment, I never ſaw this fellow after- 
* wards, and have great reaſon to be- 
* n from what I have been ſince 
« able 
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«© able to learn, that my n 
« the Count made him attend them ta 
the thickeft of the foreſt upon my 
« horſe, and there diſpatched him and 
1. my favourite beaſt together, as my 
« horſe's furniture, my cloak, (which 


in the hear of the chace L had given | 


te to the Count to carry,) and my cut- 
« laſs, were found at no conſiderable 
te diſtance from each other, | in the part 
cc of the foreſt which the wolves moſt 
« infeſt, who had probably made a 
c meal of this fellow and his horſe. | 


It was ſome time before I could 


cc ufficiently recollect my ſcattered , ; | 


vol. It. H * © .*« hal” 


* cpr Loprute- ener. 


4 ſenſes to ſurvey the apartment in 
e which I was confined. This, how- 
«ever, I at length did. I found it 
c ſupplied with every conveniency 
© which "could contribute to render 
be en tolerable. 
(c de Aer 3 
1 good collection of books, which in 
4 ſuch a ſituation proved a treaſure. 
The firſt idea with which I began 
the ſurvey of this apartment, was 
c that of eſcaping. I ſurveyed it 
e round; but the more I beheld" it, 
| —— was I mortified wich a 
e | $4; | Woe conviction | 


* 
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. conviction of the impoſſibility of 


«. . any ene ee 
% kind. 


— 


FY > 


_ 


« The, windows were very high, 
cc and fo ſmall, that it would have been 
* impoſſible to, force a man's body 

« through chem; though they opened | g 
« gradually towards the inſide of le 

wall, which was very thick. The 
10 chimney 1 was extremely narrow, as 
6c was indeed every outlet which was 
Men to this chamber of con- 
<« finement; and it was defended, as 1 
* found in an attempt made to thruſt 
8 2 0 „ret: 


. ' } 2 | ; 
- , ' ; 
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« myſelf up it, by a ſtrong iron grate 


perhaps by more than one—nay, 
* if I had made my way to the roof, 


« through the chimney, or had been 


able to ſqueeze my body thro” bne 


of the windows, I ſhould ſcarcely 
2 have found myſelf in a better firua- 


tion than in my — which 
«--was at an immenſe diſtance from the 


- 


I found that they had left for me 
1 a few bottles of 


wine, and ſome. of water; and, as 


« ſoon as NP ideas, with 


" ox $I « which | 
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«. which my ſituation could not faiF o- 
« impreſs me, would permit to think 
« of gratifying the calls of nature, I 
* took a ſlight repaſt, and throwing” 
« myſelf on the bed, delivered my- 
« ſelf to an agitated and broken ſlum- 
« ber. 20 a 
On the next morning I examined, _ 
< the iron-caſed door. To this door 
< you aſcended, by ſome ſtone * 
« from the apartment. 


9 z | 9 FY x 
as. ? of W — 1 j A fs £) , * 5 . 


In returning from this-examina+, 
cc tion, which {till contributed to damp. 
my hopes of eſcape, I found, at tlie 2 | 
H 3 cc bottom. | FUE 
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« che _—_ within. 


m bottom of theſe tirps, another door. 


I vas very ſtrong, made of wood, 


and furniſhed with a maſſy lock and 
« holts, and in the centre of it was a 
« machine, ſomewhat ſimilar to thoſe 
ce yſed in convents, which are turned 
" upon a pivot, for the purpoſe of con- 
ee yeying things from the nn to 


While pin muſing upon theſe 


ar ef s; 1 heard the bolts of 
ee the iron door unfaſtened, and the 
« Count St. Amand entered, armed 
ce with- 1 chan on "od 
"0 +. wana pe 


Os 1 


ͤ ³˙1·m ²˙·marn —ÄKrr% — — — — 
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I upbraided him with his tra - 
e chery and diſſoyalty, and approach- 
ing, with an intent to ſeize him, he 
*« drew his ſword, and ſwore that my 
« life ſhould anſwer forany n > 
* Wanne 5 

ir,“ bid he, ” if you will Gb 
« mit _ patience. to your deſtiny; 
your confinement ſhall be rendered 
« as little irkſome as. poſſible. You: | 
* ſhall want for nothing - but, till che 
nd period of that confinement, you muſe 
* eee ſee any perſon what? 
« ever. You ſhall be allowed pen 
ce and ink—and by conveying a note: 
. Hs 


i, 
* 
- 

* 


TY count RODERIC'S CASTLE. x 


* e tos of this Harter dsh Sn” 
ec will make known your wants, * 


« vill be 1 F 


1 


— he threw me a * 


that I might unlock my fetters, from 
hich I was permitted for the fu- 


c ture to be free, and from that mo- 
« ment 1 ſaw him no more. 


' 
53 4 


I was, however, regularly ſup- 


% inner door, which he locked and 


© bolted aſter him, with whatever ! 
« wanted, furniſhed always, as I had 


« reaſon to believe, by himſelf in per- 


92 ſon, 
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cc ſon, though I ſometimes ſuſpected, > 
from the difference of the ſtep which 


« heard, a ſtep with which my ear 
ec was not unacquainted, that my bro- / 
ther Aſtolpho ſupplied his place. 


„1 bil not detain you wich endlets 
e projects, and ſome futile attempts to 
te eſcape, which always proved abor- 


« tive, during a period of fourteen 


years confinement:—Let it ſuffice 


« to ſay,” that it was at laſt accom- 


« pliſhed in eee 
manner: 


* 


* 
„ 
"FRI be} 
1 
* 


— 


| —— — — een - — the es re} endo = . 
* - 
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building to its foundation the 
4 thunder broke in deafning peals over 


« moſt without intermiſſion, ſo that 


* my priſon was perfectly 2 7 


r 


. I aroſe from my bed, onal. 
« my chamber, deeply meditating on. 


4 the awful horrors. of the night, when 


« a flaſh of lightning darted full. on 
the building, attended by a clap. of 
* < thunder ſo terrible, that I thought 

4 „ che 


Fo — 
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* the totering fabric would have gen | 
cc atone blow in ruins to the earth. 

” 1 wy ruck a — few 
« ſhort time ſenſeleſs, and upon reco- 
« vering myſelf, was preparing acaitt. 
« to lie down on the bed, when, caſt- 
ing my eyes to the other end of the 
“room, I was ſtruck by an . 
a which. called muß 0 


« The ſtorm emed ſomewlnat to 
* have abated, but, as I looked to- 
« wards the corner of the room, 2 
« could perceive the lightning flaſn- 
ec ing, as1 imagined, through the ſo- 

cc lid 
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lid wall. I approached the ſpot 
« but how can I deſcribe my aſtoniſh- 
ment, when I perceived the wall to 
«@ be rent open, by the diſplacing of 

« ſeveral of the ones of which ie 
« mas compoſed? 


—_ land th - mibbith with an 
« eagerneſs which almoſt fruſtrated its 
« own intent, and ſqueezing my body 

through the crevice, perceived with | 
4 a rapture, which I eannot deſcribe, | 
cc that my. eſcape from my priſon was 


: 1 P 
* 


Mi 


ct 1 el on my knees on the ſpot 
<<ombing4 ſtood, and amid the awful 
de horrors of the ſtorm, returned thanks 
cc to chat Providence whom it had 
e pleaſed thus, almoſt miraculouſly, to 8 
« relieve me from a | 
4 « choly an impriſonment. | 
* 
* The lightning (the near ap- 
"Ghia of which I had ſo ſenſibly 
felt) had fallen on one. of the tur- 
ec gets of this old manſion, connected 
« with the apartment in which I was | 
« confined, and having torn off the 
ve: roof, the battlements, and great part 
"A nnn, 
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1 
» 
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66 which the ſtorm had made, I found 


* ſended by any wall or balluſtrade, 


The ſight of it was indeed tre- 
„„ mendous. The lightning ing diſcovered 


neee which then 


3 


c ſtone ſtair ſe ? ithit it - we 
„ When 1 got through the breach 


766 myſelf on one of the ſteps of this | 
4 ſtaircaſe which now ſtood, unde- 


<« winding down on the outſide of the 
BE building. . 4 


- 


a Gant 


„ 


din, e. — 


83 . #6 Pen 
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te poſſeſſed me, eould'have urged me 


r 


what ſteps the ſtorm might have 
<< looſened, ang what SO" 


oF 
: * y * 


I did e . but 
< began, boldly, the deſcent of this 


<< awful. precipice, for ſuch (narrow, 
<< -tottering, and undefended, ' except 
c by part of the wall, which ſtill ſeem— 


«ed to cling to the ſteps here and 
<< there) 1 22 


40 „ber eee bene in 


2 and the power 
* 55 « of 


® 


+ 
8 
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« of the wind, 1 arrived at laſt ſafely 


e at the bottom, and found * 


ac viin the . 


«- 4 n . 


0 e ting by confinement, 
any ſervants had been kept at this 


e place, or whether the houſe had 


led me, and after much difficulty, 


been deſerted, I do not know, I 


* undiſcovered by any one, probably 
« becauſe, if there were ſervants in 


- * the houſe, the ſtorm prevented their 


W E eee 
J me 
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cc of the ſtorm around me. 


ce In mY - moming. made my way 

4 to a cottage, whoſe inmates, little 
« imagining they were 

« monarch, afforded me ſhelter and. 
« food. They ſhall not, however, re- 
« repent their hoſpitality, if I ſhould 
be fortunate enough to regain poſ- 
ſeſſion of my throne. From this 
< cottage I am come to ſeek farther 


* ſhelter with you.” 
VOL, IL 8 „Such 
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2 e by the * 


grotecting their 
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related to the prior and community of 
St. Jukan's—in the courſe of which it 


.. circumſtance, that, inſtead of ſubject- 
IO _ King's eſcape from his place of con- 
mediately take away his life, 

perſtition of Aſtolpho—a quality which 


Such was the.ſtory which Emanuel 


= will occur to every one as a ſingular 


ing themſelves to the hazard of the 


This was entirely owing to the ſu- 


* Aſtolpho 


extremely oppoſite to it in its nature. 8 | 


* 
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Aſtolpho had been informed, early * 
in life, by an old man who pretended. - 
to be deeply verſed in judicial aſtro- 
| logy, and who was, on that account, 


much reſpected by him, that he ſhould 
not long ſurvive his brother; and this 
idea, with the truth of which, as with 
that of all ſuch predictions, he was fully ; 
impreſſed, probably ſaved Emanuel's 


life, 


He was willing to riſque any thing: 
but his own life, which he thought de- 
pended on Emanuel's, to obtain the: 


Cron. 


; "$6" He 


/ 
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He might alſo, perhaps, feel, in the 
midſt of all his ambition, ſome degree 
of tenderneſs towards a relation, who. 


had himfelf ſhewn ſo much affe&tion: 
towards him; and this conjecture is 


rendered the more probable, when we 


reflect on his conduct towards the 
Princeſs Iſabel, whom he has educated 
with a care and tenderneſs which, tho” 
the attachment of the people towards 
her might perhaps have inſured her 
from any attempt on her life, does not 
ſeem: to have bong neceſſary e 


During 
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During a reign of fqurteen- years, 
Aſtolpho had ſo well ſecured himſelf 
on the throne of his half-brother, that - 
it was improbable that any ſudden ir- 
ruption in favour, of Emanuel. ſhould 
be attended with ſueceſs. 


It became, therefore, neceſſary that 
he ſhould be ſecreted with care, till 
the. ſtrength of his friends could be 
tried; and it was agreed that he ſhould 
change the garment. in which he eſca- Ty 
ped—which was a plain dreſs, provided oy 
for him by the Count de St. Amand, 
for the habit of the order, and enroll 
himſelf among the fathers of St. Ju- 

3 a 


* - 
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ban. Wich theſe brave and faithfut 
companions, then, has he reſided for 
. e of twelve months, during 
which time his health, which, not- 
withſtanding his Dm practice of 
taking as much exerciſe every day as. 
the ſize of his priſon would allow, was 
ſomewhat impaired, has been re-eſta- 
bliſhed, and meaſures have been moſt 
cautiouſly and indefatigably purſued ta- 
reſtore him to the throne, which his un 
7 2 relation has uſurped. 


my 
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= 15 courſe of this purſuit, the 
de Binds, whoſe father, 
Count Roderic, ſurnamed the Hardy, 


* 


SY 
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mountain, and of the domain around 


it, was deemed worthy-to be entruſted 


with this ſecret and i important event.. 


Virtuous, enverpuliiign and active, 
he was called by his father at the con- 
eluſion of the laſt campaign from the 


buſtle of the field, to partake of that 
| retirement. to which the diſpleaſive,of 


Aſtolpho had condexnned this e 
ble leader. 


— 


Retirement at ſuch a period of life, 
and with ſuch a diſpoſition, but il ſuited 


the temper of Rhinaldo. He grow, "Þ 
: 14 og my 


3s 
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is lord of the Caſtle at the foot of the 


7 —_— 
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on a ſudden, melancholy, reſerved; 
amid the deſpondency which ſeemed to 
| ſurround him at the Caſtle of his fa- - 
ther, was the converſation of the fa- 
then of St. Julian. 


7 LION like himſel, they ſtill de- 
lighted in the tales of former times, but 
| their raſhneſs was tempered by expe- 
| rience, and their ferocity by age. 


It was in this ſociety that father An- 
thony, (ſor ſo was Emanuel called,) 
became acquainted with him, and tho? 
| he had been at variance with Count 
Roderie, N 


I. 224, 


12x 
Roderic, who had, ata very early pe- 
riod of life, imbibed ſome diſcontent 
from a conduct which he had thought 
partial in the king, and had ſo behaved 
himſelf upon the diſcovery, as totally 
to alienate the affections of Emanuel, 


| COUNT RODERIC's" CASTLE. 


yet that Prince diſcovered ſo much vir- 


tuous energy and early wiſdom in the 
conduct and converfation of the ſon; 
that he became ſpeedily attached to 
him, and at length ventured to diſco- 
ver to him his ſecret - but under a ſo- 
lemn engagement, that he would ne- 
ver reveal it to his father, whom he 


ren. to con- 
tide in. | 
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e was the loyalty of Rhinaldo: 
| confirmed, when he beheld in Ema- 
nuel, the father of his was} and 
1fabel.! He pledged his faith to this 
revered but . ſovereign, and 
became one, among a very few, en- 
truſted with a plot lately formed in the 
capital, which has unfortunately proved: 
unſucceſsful, to ſeize upon the palace 
* the pedſon of OW | 


1 What vil be the 8 chis at- 
tempt to re-eſtabliſh on the throne this 
brave but injured monarch, it is im- 
- poſſible at preſent to decide. 


* . 
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COUNT RODERIC'S- CASTLE, 43 
His friends are buſy in the ſouthern | 
and weſtern parts of the kingdom, and 
have already raiſed forces, which ap- 
pear formidable to Aſtolpho. At pre- 
ſent that uſurper has a ſuperiority at the 
Caſtle, and has made ſome vigourous 
attacks on the mount, which is moſt 


reſolutely defended by Emanuel and © © 


my brethren there, who have again re- 
ſumed their arms. Old as I am, I had 
determined to join them; but it was 
judged that the little ſervice I was able 
to perform in favour.of a cauſe to which 
J feel ſo ſtrong an attachment, might 

be, with better ſucceſs, attempted here. 
| I have | 


124 COUNT RODERIC's CASTLE: 

I have a frequent but guarded commu- 

| nication with them, which my- ſituation 
has hitherto concealed from the eyes of 
the enemy. If, however, it ſhould at 
length be diſcovered, I ſhall remem- 
ber that I ama knight, and gladly yield 
up the few. hours which yet might have 
been ſpared to me in the cauſe. of true 
loyalty. . | 


The hermit thus: concluded his ſto- 
ry, which agitated the breaſt of Count 
Tancred with mingled indignation, 555 
pity, and ſurpriſe. 
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It for a while ſuſpended his ſorrows 
For the Princeſs Albin, and ie - 
that he had one more cauſe to la- 
ment the unhappy tardineſs of his 
cute. 
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HINALDO, under the difeuile” 
IX of a ſervant, became again fa-- 


e to the n of his pa- 
emal manſion. 
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. * 
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He was s every day 8 the 
increaſing favour of Rhodolpho with 
the uſurper, a circumſtance which ex- 
cited leſs ſurpriſe in his breaſt than 
grief and indignation, He daily heard 
Emanuel treated in the Court of Aſ- 


tolpho as an impoſtor—a ſlander, to = 


which, indeed, a claim revived after a 

filence of fourteen years, afforded ſome: - 
foundation; and he was aware that 
Rahodolpho was probably the only man 
| who could lay open the foulneſs and 
| falſchood _ ſuch an aſſertion. 


He was not, „„ 3 


circumſtance, which had thrown Aſ- 
W ; 


18 counT RODERIC's CASTLE.” 
tolpho, more compleatly than he had 
cConjectured, into the hands of his fa- 
W vourite. a | ; 


The Count St. Amand had, with. 
that paternal fondneſs which the worſt 
men ſometimes feel, entruſted his ſon, 

| after binding him by many oaths'to a 
ſtrict concealment, with this 1 Important 
| ſecret, as a means by which he might 
«enſure. the continuance of Aſtolpho's 
favour, in caſe that Prince ſhould ſur- 
vive the Count—but fortune had done- 
'more for him. On the night of Ema- 
nuel's eſcape, he had left behind him, 

among other things, a book, in which 

* ; he 


"coun RODERIC'S CASTLE. 0 129 
he had minuted every cee which 


he thought worthy of notice e his 
long confinement. 


As every day was much like the pre- 
ceding one, this work was not very 
oluminous, but it contained a ſhort 

| account of his arrival at the manſion, 
and was continued at intervals nearly 
up to the day of his eſcape. oo 


| Upon» viſiting the rooms aſter the 
eſcape of che king, che Count ON =o 

Amand found this Journal, . and even * 

amidſt the confuſion which ſeized upon, 3 


n 11. i I 3 him 
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7 ired the ruins which the ſtorm 
"kde was probably loſt by the 
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him when he diſcovered the eſcape of 7 
-his priſoner, he did vot forger to pof- 
ſeſs himſelf of it. er 


pages of it in his father's hand- writing, 
Wy + vitro te 


truth of its contents, fell into the hands 


of Rhodolpho upon the Count' s death; 
as did a ring which was known to be 
Emanuel's, and which, as it was found 
among the rubbiſh by the workmen, 


ne he r b ee 


" COUNT RODERIC's CASTLY, 13 220 
aperture in the wall in order . 
his eſcape. 5 


With ſuch proofs in his power, (of = 

the exiſtence of which Aſtolpho was .; 
not ignorant, ) it was of the utmoſt im- ET 
portance to that prince that he ſhould 

| ſecure to himſelf the good will of Rho- - 
. dolpho; and the ſervile adulation f 
that young nobleman rendered this by 
no means a difficult or unpleaſant taſk. 


. 


Rhinaldo, however, beheld che in- 
, fluence he was poſſeſſed of with the ut- 
" moſt dread, aware as he was that 3 
threw his beloved Iſabel compleatly | 3 
| | K2 into 


* 


1732 COUNT RODERIC'S CASTLE; 

into the power of this unworthy rival. 
Nor was it long before he was con- 
vinced that his fears were but too "eu 


- Banda: 50 | £3 WW 
: . employed in endeavours 
to diſcover in what part of the Caſtle 5 
the Princeſs was confined, he in a 
ſhort time perceived that two of Rho- 
dolpho's ſervants, who were more con- 
ſtantiy than the reſt about their maſter's 
| perſon. at the hours of meals, always | 
attended him with fix covers for his ta- 
ble, though he himſelf always dined 
and ſupped with Aſtolpho; theſe ſer- 
© Wants Nhinaldo reſolved to watch; L 
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and, on the day ſucceeding} that on 
which he had formed this reſolution, 


he followe d the m, at- the uſual hour, 


towards their lord's apartments he 
ſaw them enter with the covers which 


had been prepared, and. ſhortly: after 
return; preceded by Rhodolpho, who 
led them up the great ſtaircaſe, and 
unlocking a door, remained at it while 
they entered à ſuit of apartments, 
whieh Rhinaldo knew to terminate in 
a ſpacious chamber, formerly allotted” 
to himſelf, which extended tothe other 


_ ſide of the building. Satisfied with 


this diſcovery he returned,” and Was 
arpiing the court of the caſtle, to gain 


: K 3 | the 
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Il . duty, ee eee 
is attend at the carrying up Aſtolpho's 
q | anger. - 1 WR A Wo 
W- R 

| - Mad as he was at the delay which 


this degrading duty occaſioned, he 
was obliged to ſubmit, and ſome 


hours paſſed before he was at leiſure 
to purſue his intended deſign, for he 
could not omit any portion of the 
| ſervile taſk allotted to him, without 
5 incurring ſuſpicion, which might ruin 

| his deſign, or without the danger of a 
-difmiffion, which would effectually 
* "if hab 
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Evening had for ſome time ſet in, 5 
*when he found uimſelf at liberty; and. 
a ſecond time croſſing the court, gained 
the ſide of the houſe which had been 
fo long the object of his anxious ſoli- 
citude. — He aſcended * à ſtaircaſe; 
every ftep of which was familiar tod 
him; though it ſeemed little frequented: 
by the preſent inhabitants of the Caſtle; 
and had not indeed been much uſed - 
by his father, as it led to the moſt an 4 
_ cient part of this extenſive pile, a part. 7 2 
which had been for many years much 4. 
neglected, for the more modern portion vs 
af the building, on which great.colt 
had been beſtamcd. Thee: © 
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| Rhinaldo, chamnivers had frequently 
traced - this venerable and neglected 
fabric.- —He loved to muſe, i in a long 
gallery, hung with the pictures of his 
anceſtors, and rendered a fit object for 
the indulgence of that enthuſiaſm which 
is often the companion of youthful 
2 imagination, by-the gloom which the 
narrow, coloured panes, and maſly 
frames of its gothic windows threw 
around. 8 


* [4 * 1 4 4 a * 1 * 


Io this gallery, which extended from 
ing, a ſpace of very conſiderable length, 
Rhinaldo now aſcended, and tracing his 
Sp, along it by the light of the moon, 


arrived 
* 


1 
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arrived at the oppoſite door to that 
by which he had entered —He was 


much mortified -when he found. that 
this door, which was not far diſtant 
from the apartment, in which he con- 
jectured that the Lady label was 
confined, was locked. He tried 3 in 
vain to open or force it, and was con- 
fidering what ſtep he ſhould purſue, 
when he recolle&ed, that over the 


gallery there was another room of the 
ſame ſize, which had never been uſed 


but as a loft, through which he might 
paſs and gain the apartments; on on that 


ſide of the caſtle; he therefore re- | 


turned along the gallery to the ſtaircaſe 


1 


9 


5 233 . COUNT. RODBRIO'S CASTLE, | 
WH hehadjuſtquitied, and aſcending fill 
1 by a more narrow part of it, which, 

as it had been very ſeldom frequented, 
Was ſome what incumbered by rubbiſh, 

he paſſed through one or two ſmall 

rooms, and arrived at the door of the 
loft; this he laid hold on, and puſhing it 

© againſt ſome rubbiſh, hes mo- 
ment n openin ning, he entered 


% 


it he . * heard 1 at 
Wabern by che light of the 
| moon, imagined he.perceived the figure. 
of a man, which ſtarting from a ſeat, diſ- 


appearing ; haſtily by the oppoſite door. 


$1 


= 
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| He could not, indeed, diſtinctiy af- 
certain the figure of this object, in deli- 
neating which ne was, perhaps, deluded . 
by his imagination; but upon the cooleſt 
reflexion he was convinced he had ſeen 
ſomething move in that end of the 
| loft, and that» whatever it might be 
that was in motion, it was an object ſo 
poliſhed as to reflect the moon's beams; 
and by which alone he had been en- 
abled to diſcover it. 


He puzzled himſelf in vain for ſome 
time, with reflexicns on this fingular 
circumſtance, till at laſt, recollecting 

the primary object of his-purſuit, he | 
1442 paſſed. 
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8 oppoſite door, which he found open, 
| deſcended” by another ſtaircaſe, and 

| ſoon arrived at thoſe apartments from 
52 which the door of the gallery below 
ma excluded him. He proceeded 
through two ſmall rooms and gained 
a third, which joined to the apartment 


* r 


be confined. This apartment, the laſt 
ſide of the houſe, had formerly com- 


2 5 room in which Rhinaldo now ſtood ; 
but this door had long been næiled up, 


and the: door-way had been plaiſtered 
over 


paſſed the loft, and entering at the 


- Wes 
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in which he ſuppoſed the princeſs to 


of thoſe which were inhabited on that 


miunicated by a ſmall door with the 


141 
over on the inſide, to render it level! 
with the wall, at a time hen, by Count 
Roderic's order, the apartment ha& _ - 
been hung with an elegant tapeſtry, | T 
At this door Rhinaldo liſtened, *but * 
could hear nothing. — He extend. 
the faſtenings, they were old and worn 
with ruſt; he found that if he -conld —=_ 
procure inſtruments, it would not be 5 LY 3 
difficult to draw” the nails; and thus 
| open the door.— This he detemined 
to attempt at an hour when the family „ 
were aſleep, when he had little doubt 
that he might work undiſcovered in 
fo retired a part of the manſion.” ; NPE 
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Having formed this reſolution; he 
returned through the loft, and min- 
pied himſelf in che duties of his office 
Make hour oferftappromhed. 
A flllneks cnn degrees to 
| Aide the roar and tumult- to which 
the hours of waſſel gave birth — 
© Aftolpho and his companions had re- 
tired to reſt, and the menial ſervants 
only waited till ſome of his inferior 
officers, who were indulging themſelves 
in a ſober filent debauch, fhould chuſe 
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| Rhinalds; who had taken care” to 
provide himſelf with tools fit for his 


purpoſe, waited with anxiety for the 
concluſion of their ſupper—the clock 


from the turret tolled out twelve, and 


this party, as if awakened from their 
tethargy bythe ſound, aroſe, tothe ſecret 


their route to their ſeveral apartments, 


He retired to a ſmall room allotted ! 
to him, and waite ited till the caſtle was 


buried in a profound ſilence; then 
mne E 


an e 


a5 2 # 


As he Nen the done ef den 
gallery, in his way to the loft above 


"+ 
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t; he heard a noiſe; and imagining that * 
ſome part of the family Vere pet up, 
de determined to enter the gallery, and 
wait there. He had no ſooner ſet 
bis foot within the door-way than he 
elt himſelf for a moment rivetted by 


2 furpriſe to the ſpot where he ſtood. 


The moon ſhone in full ſplendor thro 

the windows of the gallery, and clad 
with an awful and ſolemn beauty, the 
gothic ornaments of the place; when, 
by the light it diffuſed, Rhinaldo be- 


. held, ſeated on Aa chair, beneath the | 


picture of his father, the lame figure 
which he had before diſtinguiſhed i in 
the loft _ and which he e 


COUNT RODERIC's CASTLE, 145 


now plainly perceive to be that of a 
a man, in complete armour, 


* 


As he entered the room the figure 


ſtarted up, and diſappeared by the op- 
poſite door, which Rhinaldo had found' = 


- ſhut on his previous viſit to that place. 
As ſoon as he could recover himſelf 
from the ſudden aſtoniſhment and con- 
fuſion with which he was overwhelmed; 
he followed haſtily along the gallery, 
but found, when he arrived at the 
further end of it, the door, by which 

the figure had diſappeared, ſtill locked. 

This circumſtance impreſſed him with 


new aſtoniſhment, not union, in ſpite _ 


Wen; hs 


of 
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of all the firmneſs of his mind, with - 

terror; he returned, however, through 

the gallery, and aſcended the other 

flight of ſtairs, in order to paſs through 

dhe loft to the apartment in which he 
was to proceed to work. 


As he entered the loft he again ſaw 
the ſame figure which he kad ſeen 
twice before, ſtanding in the oppoſite 
door- way, and upon the noiſe he made 
on entrance it again diſappeared. — 

' Rhinaldo now, agitated by a thouſand | 
different ſenſations, ruſhed haſtily for- 
ward, and paſſing ſwiftly through the 
loft, gained the ſtaircaſe at the other 


end 


COUNT RODERIC'S CASTLE." 147 2 


end of it, which led to the apartments 
which he had deſigned to viſit — ; 
He deſcended the ſtairs ſwiftly, and. 
examined minutely every apartment— 
all was' filence—he could perceive no 
object —he could hear no- ſound.— 
After muſing ſome time he begun to 
be convinced that his imagination had 
deceived him, and ſearching for the 

little door which was to be the object 
of his labours, he proceeded to work. 
As he was fearful, if the adjoining 
apartment ſhould really prove to be 
that of the Lady Ifabel, the noiſe he 
might make would alarm her, he'pro- 


ceeded on his work with - extreme 
L 2 caution, 


» 
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caution, and nearly an hour had elapſed 
all the difficulties which oppoſed them- 
ſelves to him, and had opened the door, 
which he did very gently, leſt the 
creaking of its ruſty hinges ſhould be 


* 


He now found himſelf cloſe to the 
apartment which he meant to explore ; 
the only ſeparation between the two 
rooms being a thin partition of plaiſter, 
which caſed the door-way on the in- 
ſide.— He liſtened—all was ſilent 
this was to be expected at ſuch an hour. 
He thruſt one of the implements he 


149 
had with him through the wall, to diſ- 
cover whether there was any light in 
the room; but the tapeſtry which co= 
vered the walls prevented this diſ- 


covery. 
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He pauſed again.—After a ſhorttime 
he diſtinctly heard the ſtep of a man 
in the chamber, and concluding, from 
this circumſtance, that his conjecture, 
as to this apartment, had been ill- 
founded, was preparing to retire, when 
he heard the voice of a man, who, ad- 
drefling himſelf to another, in a low . 
but haſty tone, ſaid, My lord, the 
« King requires your preſence im- ; 
cc W 1 5 6 
Eö;' . Curſed 
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»„Cuurſed ill-fortune,” replied the 


other, ina voice which he knew to be 


- 


4 his bed; his looks are full of per- 
1 plexity and horror and he dee 
<< you — 


They now ant fomly, from the 
place, and Rhinaldo, ſatisfied that bg. 
had taken his: trouble for e. FE 
e e ee 


Foe — N . 
33 — . * - a 
2 3 1 —— 
I 
D 


Rhodolpho's, -< What can he want 


„ Something has dreadfully diſ- 
e ordered him; he bas riſen from 


—— a _ 
? pw emmy vr ery} N 
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* 


CHAT. xv. = 
* | : 5 
: | A FT ER paſſing through the twoad- 


| jacent apartments, Rhinaldo arri- 
ved at that door of the gallery which was 
locked, and was about to aſcend the 
ſtaircaſe which led to che loft above it, 
in order to return in kia uſual ' way, 
L4 | when 


Se 

when he again beheld the ſame figure 
= on the ſtairs, leaning with one hand 
s againſt the wall, The moon, through 


| a ſmall window, which gave light to 
i this part of the ſtaircaſe, diſcloſed, 


compleatly, the head of this figure; 
in the countenance of it, Rhinaldo, 
from the momentary view he gained, 
(for at his approach the figure turned 
haſtily from him and diſappeared) was 
convinced, that he ſaw that of his 
murdered father. — The helmet was 
5 his—the plumage, the very plumage 
ble wore when he had laſt artended | 
him | in the field, 


—— —ͤ— v 2 —U— 2 — ! 2 — — — N eo 
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Struck with horror at this ſight, 
he felt himſelf for ſome moments root- 
ed to the ſpot where he ſtood; but 
recovering himſelf, at length he ran 
haſtily up the ſtaircaſe, and entered 
che lobby.—He could ſee nothing 


he liſtened—all was ſtill.—In a ſhort | 


time he heard a murmer aſcending 
from below, and the treading of ſeve- 
ral footſteps, as if the inhabitants f 
the caſtle were already ſtirring. 2 


He crofſed the loft, and deſcending 

into the hall, found ſeveral of Aſtol- 
' pho's attendants, and ſome of the ſer- 
. vants, who were collected in different 


Sroupes, 
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| groupes, and huddled cloſe together, 
as if liſtening to ſome dreadful tale. 
He joined one of theſe parties, and 
learned, that the cauſe of the confuſion 
he witneſſed was the diſordered ſtate 
of the king, who had been awakened- 
from his ſleep in ſuch a paroxyſm of 
horror, as to have-ſpread, by his con- 
duct, a _ alarm. 


1 
. 18 : . 1 . O 


T * cauſe of this was not certainly 
known, becauſe, as ſoon as he be- 
came again maſter of himſelf, he im- 

puted his alarm to a dream, and or- 
àeerred bis attendants again to their 
| nw bur the firſt report had been, 


0 


— 
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that the figure of Count Roderic, who - 
was generally ſuſpected to have been 
lain by his order, had appeared to him 
compleatly armed ; that it had opened 
his curtains, and preſented a dagger 
to his breaſt; but had, after a ſhort 
pauſe, with a look of mingled contempr 
and pity, withdrawn it and diſappeared: 
This figure had been ſeen by none of 
the attendants in the anti-chamber, 
who were buried in a profound ſleep; 
except one indeed, who declared that 
he ſaw ſomething bruſh- by him; 
and paſs out at the door; but as this 
perſon had been in company with the 
reſt, drinking freely in the courſe of 
_ the 


— 
Wn 
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done to others of his attendants, to tell 


e e 


the evening, this was generally im- 


puted to the fumes of the liquor with 


mme 


woc hurry of th rt d Coun 


es Aa; 


the king had ſent to him, as he had 


him that he was not wanted, and had 


ſhut himſelf up in his chamber with 


the papain: af his grad, un approved, 


Ahne by this freſh intelligence, 


which concerned him ſo nearly, and 


4:43 | bore 


- 
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bore ſo palpable a relation to the ap- 
pearance which had three times en- 


- countered his ſight 1 in the courſe of the | 4," 


fame evening, Rhinaldo was loſt in me- 
diration—his companions, dropping off 
one by one, left him alone in the hall; 
he fat muſing for ſome time; atlength, 
no longer able to bear the accumu- 
lated pangs of the various feelings 
which aſſailed him, he refolved again 
to explore that part of the building 
where he had already beheld this ſin- 
gular ſpectre; to addreſs it——if it 
fled, to follow it. — In ſhort, at all 
events, it pollible, to put an end to the | 


” 
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horrid ſuſpence which now oppreſſed 


him. 


* 


He abut ee for the | 
third time, to the gallery.— All there 
was ſtill and ſilent.— He again viſited 


the loft He thought he perceived 


ſomething—he advanced—it was only 


a ſingular appearance at an angle of ; 
the wall, cauſed by a particular di- 


rection of the moon- beam. —He paſſed 
along the loft, , and began to deſcend 


n tae n ſtaircaſe. 


. had reached the clone of hed | 


: apartments, in one of which he had ſo 
| Jarely 
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lately been at work, when he heard a 
noiſe behind him, as if on the top of 
the ſtaircaſe, near the door of the loft, 
He re-aſcended five or fix ſteps of the 
ſtaircaſe, and thought he perceived 
at the top of it ſomething moving.—. 
He was ruſhing ſorward to aſcertain it, 
when he was ſtopped by loud and re- 
peated ſhrieks from below; they were 
in a female voice. The Lady Iſabel 
was ever preſent to his imagination. 
He thought the voice was hers-he 
liſtened for a moment. His ſuſpicions 
grew ſtronger. He leaped down the ſtars; | 
the ſhrieks were repeated. e liſten- 

ed they led him into the little ſuite of 
Cans - apart- 
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apartments—he ruſhed through them 
in an inſtant ; in the third was the door 

which he had recently . opened. — 
He now heard the voice of his Iſabel 
diſtin&ly ; it ' proceeded from the 
apartment which he had at firſt ſup- 
poſed to be her's, and from which he 


— 


was only by a ſlight par- 

tion of plaiſter— The ſhrieks for a 

moment ceaſed.— He heard the voice: 

of Iſabel, in a tone of terror and ſup- 

plication, | imploring the mercy of ſome 
| . 8 


er aid he, « for pity's fake 
« * me.—If J muſt at laſt become 
© your 


— 
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<< your wife, cruel as is my deſtiny, | 
rc] muſt ſubmit; but for heaven's fake | 
bor your own ſake, do not attempt 
«a deed which will call down accu- 

v mulated vengeance on your own. 
eg head. ö . 
« ] thank you,” ſaid Rhodalphs, 
(for it was to him that this prayer was 
addreſſed) in a tone of eruel and bitter 
-raillery, « for your conſent to marry 
n thus unſolicited; while you 

< were your uncle's preſumptive heir, 
* it was ſomething; but your father's 
4 raſh attempt has r PRE from | 
"<< his favour.” | 
a MOM 
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« At leaſt,” ſaid Habel, in a more 
determined voice; dread the ven- 
bee ee 
cc | 


* q IS. £4 ; 4 * # 


As to your ads ” Kid Rhodol- 

pho, in a familiar tone; my dear 
e creature, he will never quarrel with 
+4 a man for lowering your pride, in the 
, preſent moment; and as to your 
4 father, I never fear dangers at a 


', 


cc diſtance. — Come,” continued he, | 
, |: do not force me to harſh meafures,” 


a 


0 Tue f ticks ; of the Lady Ibel were: 
now repeated. Rhinaldo, in a tranſport 
9 „ 
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of rage and indignation, ſetting his 
back againſt the ſlender fence Which 
ſeparated the two apartments, eaſily 
broke through it, and lifting the ta- 
peſtry which covered it, diſco vered 
his beloved Ifabel, in a night - dreſs, 

ſtruggling with Rhodolpho. 1 
ſprung upon him like a lion, and ſeizing 
bim with both hands by the collar, 


ſoon ſeparated him from the princeſs. |. 


e Vile diſhonourable coward,” ſaid 
be, © who braveſt diſtant dangers! 
« ſhudder at one which has come this 13 


<«« unexpectedly upon thee, in __ 
* midft of thy villanies.” | 
"Nip 2 M 2 "5 MY 16 


: *. Baſe-born hind ! doſt thou know 


- 


- 


© Unhand 


'«. me?” 


faid Rhodolpho.—* 
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that he felt about his girdle 
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he ſeized 
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had been aſſigned to the. Lady Iſabel, 
and was uſed by her as her drefling- 
room. On one ſide of it was a ſmall 
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The apartment they were now i in 


apartment, in which ſtood” her bed, ; 


connected with it, by an arched door- 


way, over which hung a curtain of ſilk, ; | 


which was ſeldom let down, as it ins. 229 


un 


— to. whoſe | gd 


uncle had conſigned her, kept he 
keys of her priſon, the outer apartments 
of which he kept ſaſely locked; and 


166 
tion with the inner ones, as much, be- 
my . 


Barbara, to the door of her chamber; 


Rhodolpho to admit them, which the 


7 
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cauſe ſhe thought it uſeleſs, as becauſe, © 
by leaving them unfaſtened ſhe pre 
ſerveg a communication with the cham- 
bers of her couſin Ellenor, and her 
ſervant Barbara, who were placed in 


other apartments, nearly adjacent to Ts 


q - % 
o 52 3 be on * P . N — 


Ellenor; ao had been awakened | 15 
by the ſhrieks of her couſin, flew, with 


and, finding it lock'd, knock'd loud 
for admittance. Rhinaldo ordered 


other did not chuſe to refuſe; but open 


* 


# Pl 
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| Fe door, ſuffered them to enter, 
and W * apartment. | 


Ellenor ow to embrace ner coke _ * 
and anxiouſly inquired i into the cauſe 3 
of her alarm. — label ſatisfied her, and — ©; 
expreſſed the higheſt ſenſe of the obli- 2 | 
gation, under which the ſudden and —_ 
myſterious preſence and inte rpoſition 
of the ſtranger had laid hen. 


Do you. nor, then, know-me?” 
ſaid Rhinaldo, falling at her feet, and 
ug one of her hands to 1 bps ö 
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| The voice wa Rhinaldo, | now, for © - ol 
1 firſt time, ſtruck her ny and the — 
M 4 Wy lamp, 2 4 
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1 


gave ſufficient light to enable her t. 


* Rhinaldo,” ſaid ſhe, in a voice 


ſcarcely audible; ſhe ſunk into his 
arms; and the moments flew, while 
_ theſe lovers gave themſelves up to 
thoſe chaſte and pure raptures, which 


true paſſion alone can yield, and which. 


the preſence of Ellenor, far from re- 


Raining 2 


— 


: Raptures like theſe were not deſtined 
to endire long. — Barbara firſt alarmed 
4 6 . * q , * them 
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chem with the intelligence, that ſhe. 
heard the ſound of footſteps apptoach- 
ing the chamber; and Rhinaldo in- 
| RinRively flew to the door, and ſecured. 
it. F 

« Oh Rhinaldo!” exclaimed Iſabel, 
* T know not how you came hither; 
but, for heaven's ſake, if there is a 
« any mode of eſcape, fly from a fate , 
which, if you ſhould be taken, muſt 
« doubly embitter the re maining mo- 
* ments of a life, already ſufficiently - 
« miſerable.” Here ſhe burſt intotears. 
 Rhinaldo, in. atone of fixed reſo-- 
 Iutivn,. declared that he would remain 
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where he was, to protect Iſabel and her 
oouſin; but this reſolution was com- 

bated wich tears and intreaties by 
”  Ellenor, as well as Iſabel, who repre- 
: ſented to him, thatafter the alarm which 

had been given, it was impoſſible that 
any immediate danger could accrue to 
Label; and, that as to any future evil, 
it was only by keeping himſclf free 
from diſcovery, that he could enter- 
tain a * of ! it. | 


„ Fly, then,” fad Ifabel, the tear 
ſtreaming from her lovely eyes; * at 
« leaft for my fake.” | 
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This argument was, with Rhinaldo, 
unanſwerable. — They now diſtinctly | 
heard. many footſteps in the adjacent: 
chamber. He embraced Iſabel and 
her couſin, and haſtily quitted the 
apartment by the cavity rough which. 
he had entered 1 it. 


CHAP. XVII 


| HINALDO, who did not doubt- 
85 but that in a few minutes his mode 
of retreat would be diſcovered, faſten · 
ed the little door aſter him, by the 
bolts which ſtill remained unimpaired, 
and hefitated for a moment what ſtep- 


> 
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to take. He conjectured chat Rho- 


and thought that no place offered more 


ſecurity than his own chamber, if he 
could gain it unperceived. | | 


He heard the voices of ſeveral men 
in Iſabel's apartment, and had no longer 
time to heſitate. He moved quickly 
vp the ſtairs, and croſſing haſtily thro- 
the loft, began to deſcend on the other 
| fide. He had already paſſed the gal- 

dery door, when he heard voices at the 
foot of the ſtairs, and was enabled to 
n. among others, theſe words: 


w— 


dolpho might not have diſcovered him, BD 


00 Here 2 


274 
Here is the Raircae which leads to 
th chat ſide 9 


= * * „ 
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He returned 12 eee af. 
cended again to the loft. The gallery 
door was open, and he judged that his 
purſuers would take that way, which 
would compel them to return, and 


that he ſhould thus gam time. They 
 indetdetitered the gallery; But inflead 
of returning, upon finding the door 


ſhut, they forced it open; and when 


| Rhinaldo, who had in the mean time 


crofſed the loft, prepared to deſcend, 


he heard their voices at the bottom 


4: the ſtaircaſe, * the utmoſt per- 
1 8 | 
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Fan he looked anxiouſly and eager- 
ly around him, for an outlet; the-door 
of the 1oft, on this ſide, opened into 4 
fall ſquare room, which formed 4 
a kind of-landing-place, whence the 
ſtairs deſcended. In one corner of this 
landing-place was a ſmall door which 
opened, as Rhinaldo diſcovered, on a 
narrow winding ſtaircaſe, leading, as it 
ſeemed, to the roof of the caſtle. As he 
had no time for choice, he began to 
| aſcend ;, but was ſuddenly ſurpriſed by 
a noiſe above him, on the ſtaircaſe, 
he liſtened, and thought he heard the 
ſteps of a man, Aſtoniſhed as he was; 
he continued to aſcend, feeling his way 

along, 


. 8 # 
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"along, the wall with his band, which 

OT _ againſt it—it ae —— 
immediately cloſed by ſome perſon | 

5 enen, e . 


— 


— 


een be was . to 
purſue his way up - the ſtaircaſe; it 
ended in a narrow room, in che ceiling 
oc wich was a trap- door: but there was 
„ no ladder to enable him to reach it.— ; 
As beard a trampling in tbe oom 
below. He looked round, and diſ- 
. covered a fall window, the caſement 


4 Sof which was almoſt entirely gone,— 
WETV 1c-Jooked: out upon the battlements, 
| he 
— — 
; ö * I 
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he perceived that it was: juſt wide 
enough to admit the paſſage of his 
body through it.— He caught hold 
of a bar, which divided it in two, and 
ſpringing up, thruſt himſelf, with ſome 
little difficulty, through it, and found 
himſelf on the battiements of the loſtieſt 
part of the caſtle. —He purſued his 
way along them, though he found it 
ſomewhat impeded by the ruins which . 
had fallen from the tower above him. ; 
out of which he had eſcaped, which 
was the molt ancient part of the whole 
edifice; and, as has been before ob- 
| ſerved, the moſt neglected. 


vol. IL. : | N 5 He 
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He arrived at length at a door, 

leading into one of the turrets, with" = 

which theſe battlements were flanked; 

| ſtate as the tower above. And Rhi- 

naldo, when he puſhed open the door, 

found himſelf impeded by the rubbiſh 

which had fallen on the inſide of it. 

He entered, however, with ſome little 

difficulty, and found himſelf at the top 

of the winding ſtaircaſe of the turret, 

by which he reſolved to deſcend; it 

1 vas very old and broken; the walls 

F— emitted unuſual dampneſs; and it bore 

- every mark of having been deſerted 
For ages. —After purſuing this deſcent 
3 6 for 
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for a conſiderable time, he found him- 
ſelf at a kind of reſting- place; this was 
2 long narrow vaulted paſſage, branch. 
ing off to the left of the ſtaircaſe, which, 
however, ſtill continued todeſcend.  . 


- Rhinaldo felt his way along this 
paſſage, which, from the length of 
time he had already been deſcending, 
and from its arched form, he judged 
to be ſituated among the vaults under 
the caſtle, and having purſued it for 

ſome time, found; at the end of it, 

a low. door, ſeemingly very ſtrong, 
ſtudded with large mails, and almoſt 
choaked up with rubbiſn.— He now 
: . returned 
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returned towards the ſtaircaſe of the 
turret, — he liſtened, but could hear 
nothing of his purſuers, who, it was 
probable; had given up their ſearch.— 
He heſitated whether he ſliould re- 


turn or no; but curioſity prompting 
him, he reſolved to explore to what 


| profounder depth the ſtaircaſe extend- 


ed, having already conducted him, as 
he was convinced, many feet under- 


\ 


* 5 FI Fe ; 2 22 
He began again to deſcend the 


ſtaircaſe continued, winding down- 
: wards, till it ended in a low arched 


paſſage, extending i ina * direc- 


tion 
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tion to that above. — The. mouth of 
this paſſage was cloſed by an iron grate, 
which hung ſloping towards the ground, 
ſupported only by one of the hinges, 
(the other having given way) and the 
bolt on the oppoſite ſide. This grate 
Rhinaldo eaſily threw to the ground, 
and entered the paſſage. : 


Alter having wiltied for a . 
able time, and immured in total dark- 
neſs, and gradually deſcending as he 
went; he thought of returning; but 
perceiving, ſuddenly, that he began 
to aſcend, he x reſolved again to proceed, 
and finding himſelf impelled, by a cu- 


N 3 riofity, 


5 * 


noſity, which every moment intereſted 
him more and more; he continued to 
move forward, feeling his way with his 
hands, and gradually aſcending, tilt 
his foot ftruck againſt ſomething, 
which, upon examination, he found to 
be a ſtone ſtep; he felt with his hands, 
and diſcovered that he vas at the bot- 
tom of a ſtaircaſe, which he began to 


4 
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— and Rkinaldo, who felt himſelf 
incommoded by the damp air of the 
ſubterraneous vault, was compelled, 
e eee eee 5 uſter | 
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after ſome time, to ſtop and reft him oY 


% 
; a ER 


Afﬀer a pauſe, he again proc 

and found himſelf at length at the ſum- 
mit of the ſtaircaſe, his farther progreſs 
being oppoſed by a trap-door of great 
weight. Rhinaldo placed his back 
againſt this door, and after ſome vigour- : 
ous attempts, he ſucceeded in raifing 
it.—As it roſe he felt himſelf almoſt | 
covered with. rubbiſh, and found, by © 
2 noiſe above, ſomething had been 
diſplaced by his efforts e entered 

a place, damp, cloſe, and .cankined ; 
Na be. 


. 
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be.—As he walked cautiouſly round it, 
he felt his progreſs impeded; he ſtoop- 
| ed to diſcover the cauſe of this im- 
| pediment, and his hand alighted on a 
coffin, covered with velyet, and ſtud- 
- ded thick with nails. 


WMxapt in the reflexions which this 
ſingular object gave riſe to, he proceed- 
ed flowly, till he came to a flight of 
ſteps, which he aſcended, and found, 
it the top of them, a pair of folding 
doors, —Theſe he attempted to open, 
but, for a long time, in vain; at length, 
old, rotten; and-erazy, they yielded to 
the vigourous 5 efforts, 
8G» hs | which 
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which the horror he conceived: _— 
being buried alive urged him to make, 
and he found himſelf within the iron 
railing which ſurrounded a magnificent 
tomb, in a ſmall chapel, within that 
belonging to the monaſtery of S t. Julian. 
This place he knew (for the moon 
{till ſhed her mellow / light through the 
painted windows of the chapel) to be 
the tomb of his anceſtors; a privileged 
place of burial for the lords of the anz 
and domain around. 

His -rapture on this diſcovery is 
ſcarcely to be conceived. — He fo 4 
the uſurper, Aſtolpho, delivered into 
the 
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the hands of his gracious and tights 
He faw his father revenged, and his. 
—— 


Aſter N en an gate in the 
iron railing ſurrounding. the tomb, 
which he effected by putting his hand 
| between the bars, and puſhing back 
a bolt; he paſſed through a wicket of 
the fame materials, which ſeparated | 
the little chapel from that of che con- 

vent, and entered the latter; but de- 
{pairing of making himſelf heard be- 

| fore che chapel: ſhould be opened at 


in 


— 
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in che choir, and muſing on the ſingu- 
lar adventures of the evening, was at 
length overtaken by ſleep. 


He had ſlept but a ſhort ſpace of 
time, when he was awakened by the ſtep 
of ſome perſon walking ſlowly down. - 
the aiſle, in which he ſat. What were 
his emotions, when he beheld, ad-. 
vancing towards him, the ſame armed 
figure which he had thrice before diſ- 
covered in the courſe of the ſame 
evening! oO | 


- Py 


He was a ſecond time convinced 
that it was the armour of his father; 
| pe : | the 
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the vizor of the helmet was up; ; he 
| could no longer doubt it ; the eye of 
his father was bent full upon him. — 
Rhinaldo fell on his knee, and with a 
mixture of enthuſiaſtic affection and 
reverential awe exclaimed-: 4 


_ 


. 


« O facred ſhade ! which beareſt; 
c the form of the moſt honoured, the. 
_ © moſt revered of fathers, diſcloſe, I 
i: conjure thee, the cauſe of this malt, 
4 ſolemn viſitation.“ 


238 Can r be Rhinaldoꝰ t, 
1 ſeeming. ſakes in the voice of 

Count Rodexic ; 5 „ ariſe, my ſon, and. 
* wag tell 
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07 tell how 1 it happens that I thus en- 
« counter thee.” 


4 


Thele mand e beret: Rind 
of his ſenſes —The ſurpriſe of the mo- 
ment was ſcarcely to be borne.— That 
the father he ſuppoſed murdered ſhould 
thus unaccountably ſtand before him! 
He ſeemed growing to the pavement, 
where he kneeled.— His father ſaw, 

the conflict, and, advaneing, raiſed him 
from the ground, and embraced him 
tenderly. Rinaldo now recovered 
himſelf —He fell again at the feet of 
his father, and ſeizing his mailed hand, WET. 
gs the cold rivets to his lips IJ 
bedewed 
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-bedewed i it with the tear of lil” 


2 | 


A third perſon now joined them, 
who proved to be a faithful domeſtic of 
Count Roderic, named Hugo; and 
ſome time was ſpent, between the fa- 
cher and the ſon, in expreſſing their 
mutual _ at ha unexpected a 
meeting. i , | 

Nhinaldo having ſeated himſelf by 5 
his father; gave him an account of all 
the «circumſtances which had, on his 
+ fide; - conduced to fo extraordinary an 


event; * had finiſhed His 
ſtory, 


2 Ti - * | 6 


291 
ſtory, his father gratified his curioſity, 
by a ſhort relation of the eircumſtances 
which had, on his part, contributed 
to this ſingular encounter. 
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Ne told him, that upon perceiving 
Aſtolpho's intentions, which, though 
he had ſuſpected them, he did not find 
himſelf enabled to reſiſt, confirmed by 
his conduct when he entered the caſtle; 
he had, himſelf, firmly determined not 
to quit it, but to lie concealed till ſome 
opportunity ſhould offer itſelf. of re- 
gaining his lawful poſſeſſion, or atleaſt 
ol executing vengeance on his enemies 5 
That in order to effect this, he 1 5 
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recourſe to the advice and aſſiſtance of 
his noble and valued friend, Leopold, 
vho had agreed to leave the caſtle, and 
join the forces of Emanuel (though he 
had not yet declared himſelf on his ſide) 
on the weſtern frontiers, clad i in a ſuit 
of Count Roderic's armour, and ac- 
companied by a choſen party of brave 
friends, who were themſelves, that the 
deception might be more certain, to be 
perſuaded that-it was Roderic that 0 
Wan tem. A 


aa me ſucceeded but too well | 
Gr Leopold; who, being taken for his 


ad, — by he malignant 
hatred 
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hatred of Aſtolpho, and periſhed, —— 
Count Roderic in the mean time re- 
mained ſecreted in the old part of the 
caſtle, confining himſelf in the day time 
to a ſmall room, which opened on the 
ſtaircaſe, leading to the tower, fromthe 
battlements below which Rhinaldo had 
eſcaped. | 


He was here ſupplied with neceſ- 
aries by the means of his faithful do- 
meſtic, Hugo, who mixed, unſuſpected, 

' with the ſervants of the caſtle. From 


him he learned the death of his friend, 


and, in a tranſport of grief and indig- 


nation, formed a firm reſolution 3 


VOL, 11. O revenge 
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| revenge it. He reſolved, however, 
to delay the execution of his vengeance - 


till the time when other circumſtances 


ould determine him to leave the 


caſtle. Since the period in which the 
conduct of Aſtolpho had become, to- 
wards him, that of an implacable ene- 
my, Rode ric, whom, after many years 


of faithful ſervice, not even the juſter 
claims of Emanuel would have induced 


to appear in arms againſt the uſurper, 
ſuffered overtures to be conveyed, 
through the means of Hugo, to his 
oppreſſed and virtuous prince; through 
the fame channel he received inform- 
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ation, ; that a company of men at arms 
would quarter, on the very evening 
when this eventful meeting took place, 
at about five miles from the caſtle. — 
Count Roderic reſolved to join them; 
but before he executed that reſolve, he 
determined to exact the vengeance he 
meditated for the murder of his friend. 
f Hugo had bribed the centinel on the 
bridge, that they might be ſuffered to 
paſs at a more early hour than uſual. 
Two of the Count's horſes were ready 
in the ſtable; and it was highly pro- 
bable, that an officer of the Count's 


appearance, though he. would ſcarcely 
Oz have 


: — 
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| have been permitted to enter chem, 
might be ſuffered to quit r Lines 
ed 5 


- This would probably have been the 
. caſe, had he purſued only his deſign of 
eſcaping ; ; but his mind was agitated 
B34 Los by the hopes of approaching vengeance. 
. He was armed by the aſſiſtance of 
IG 8 Hugo, . and waited with impatience 
* bor the hour when the centinel on the 
bridge ſhould be relieved, that the 
man whom Hugo had bribed might 
take his turn; it was during this period 

of ſuſpenſe, that he was thrice ſeen by 


9 —— e 10 — * 
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At length the hour approached; 
he deſcended to the chamber where he 
knew Aſtolpho lept.— He paſſed the | 
anti-chamber with caution; . the officers 
were buried in a profound ſleep; he 
approached the bed of Aſtolpho, and 
putting aſide the curtains, drew his 
dagger. — Aſtolpho awaked, and 
fixed his opening eyes on him till they - 
exhibited a degree of horror, which, 
in ſome meaſure, recalled Count Ro- 
deric to himſelf. The uſurper lay 
ſpeechleſs, under the impreſſion ot the 
moſt agonizing terrors. ne 


| Roderic was unfit for the office of 
an aſſaſſin.— He was a knight of hi- 
Oz - therto 
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therto unſtained reputation; the vic⸗ 
tim before him he had long obeyed as 
his ſovereign.—He ſheathed his dag- 
ger, and ſlowly - quitted the room, 
leaving Aſtolpho, who was extremely 
ſuperſtitious, under a firm convictiom 
that the object he had beheld was the 
ſpirit of the murdered Roderic, who 
had appeared to reproach him with his. 
ok RE 


'The Count retired, as he had enter- 
ed, unmoleſled; and his next object 
Was to effect his retreat from the caſtle. 
| He returned to the chamber in the 
ſtaircaſe, in ſearch of Hugo.— The 
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199 
caſtle was now alarmed, and it became 
neceſſary to wait till all ſhould again 
become quiet. 


In the courſe 45 ſhort peried e 
ſearch after Rhinaldo commenced, and 
led his purſuers to the very part of the 
caſtle in which the Count was concealed. 
When he heard their footſteps he did 
not, for a moment, doubt that he was 
the object of their ſearch. —He heard 
them at the bottom of the ſtaircaſe, 
the room in which Count Roderic was 
concealed, which was in the tower, | 
communicated by a flight of narrow 
ſtairs with the platform, —There was 

04 * mo 
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50 time for hefitation,—The Count, 


4 accompanied by Hugo, aſcended, 


and they found themſelves on the 
loſtieſt part of the roof of the caſtle ; 


but even here, if purſued, they muſt 


be taken. 

FThere ſeemed no mode of eſcape, 
unleſs they could gain the battlements 
below.—They perceived, on- exami- 
nation, that part of the parapet had 
4n one place fallen in, towards the bat= 


tlements, and rendered the deſcent not 


very difficult; ag reſolved to attempt 
8 — 9 Gd. 
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They purſued the path which Rhi- 
naldo had trod before them; it was, 
indeed, the only one they could take; 4 
they came to the turret—it promiſed to 
them an aſylum, as it had done to him 
before; they entered it; the courage 
of Count Roderic was as little to be 
daunted by the proſpect of the fub- 
terraneous paſſage as that of his ſon,” | 
and the neceſſity of attempting his 
eſcape was, perhaps, more urgent. | 


He entered it, accompanied by 
Hugo, unconſcious whither it might 
lead him; for it had been long. before 
. time diſuſed, and the very know- 
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ledge of it, though palpably * to 
add ſtrength to the caſtle, by affording 
a communication with the mount, 
buried in oblivion.— They arrived in 
tte chapel at the period when Rhi- 

naldo's fatigues had buried him in that 
ſleep from which the ſound of his 
- father's footſteps awakened him. 


CHAP, 


1 * | f 
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CHAP. XVIIL 


Ax had ſcarcely begun to en- 
croach upon the pale light which 
the moon had diffuſed over the vene : 
rable walls of the chapel, when the | 
facriſtan unbarred the door, and was 
4 | ſurpriſed 
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.* ſurpriſed by the fight of Count Ro- 
deric and his ſon. He conducted them, 


at their deſire, to the officer of the guard, 
in whom Rhinaldo immediately diſco- 
vered his friend Anſelmo. After mutual 
embraces | Rhinaldo informed him of 
the ſingular adventures which had led 
his father and himſelf to that ſpot; 
and Anſelmo introduced them to the 
preſence of Emanuel, who had already 

ariſen, and was in arms.— This gra- 
cious prince received Rhinaldo with a 
cordial embrace; for he had witneſſed 
the virtues of this young knight, du- 
ring their intimacy, while he concealed 


| ather 
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Father Anthony. To Count Roderic 
his demeanour was cordial, frank and 
open. 5 | 


He had, not long before he was 
diſpoſſeſſed of his throne, by the 
perfidy of Aſtolpho, conceived ſome 
diſpleaſure at the conduct of Roderic, 
whoſe fiery unbending ſpirit had com- 
pelled the king at length to baniſh him 
his preſence, and the intelligence 
he received, upon his enlarge- 

ment, that this noble man had, for 
many years, poſſeſſed, in a very high 
degree, the favour and confidence of 
Aſtolpho, led him to ſuſpect that he 


” * * — 
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| was privy to the perfidy which had 

_ deprived him of his liberty and his 
crown. This ſuſpicion, unfounded, 23. 
in truth it was; for Roderic owed his 
riſe in the court of Aſtolpho, to his 
recent diſgrace with Emanuel ; and his 
continuance in the confidence of that 
uſurper, to his power in the ſtate, and 
his conduct in the field, fo. firmly 
poſſeſſed the mind of Emanuel, that 
though he had learned his late diſ- 
grace at the court of Aſtolpho, he did 
not think it fate to truſt him with the 
| ſecret, on which, not only his hopes of 
again aſcending the throne of Lom- 
bardy, but even 1 depended. 
5 - "The 


j 
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Theſe ſuſpicions were now wiped away; # 
his diſpleaſure had long ſubſided, and 
- the daring ſpirit, and undiſguiſed open 
temper and demeanour, which had 
procured this nobleman the appellation 
of Roderic the Hardy, again obtained 
their former credit in the mind of 
Emanuel. | 


The diſcovery of the fubterraneous 
| paſſage was made knowntotheking, and 
after a council of the knights had been 
called, it was agreed, that the caſtle 
ſhould be ſurpriſed by the means of this 
inler, white | * Preparation Was 


1 Ce eels <o—e— re 5. 


been ſummoned, he was admitted. 
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made for an active and vigorous co- 
operation from without. 


- The riſing ſun had not long ſhed 
its golden light on the turrets of Count 
Roderic's Caſtle, before a knight, 


 - eompletely armed, arrived at the gate 


and demanded admiſſion to the pre- 


| ſence of Aſtolpho. As ſoon as that 


prince had ariſen, and a council had 


This knight, who was of a figure in 
which ſtrength, grace, and agility were 


and a large fable plume waved on his 
; | i 
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chair in which Aſtolpho' was ſeated, 
and bending one knee to the ground, 
demanded juſtice againſt a knight of 
his train, whom he pledged himſelf to 
prove a recreant, falſe to his God, 
and to his king; an oppreſſor, and 
baſe wrong - doer, towards that ſex 
which he was bound by his oath, and 
the order he profaned, to ſuccour and | 
i: 


Aſtolphe promiſed him che battle, 
and Ae iGo knight were in 
preſence, urging him, atthe ſame time, | 
to ſpeak boldly, and of good heart.— 
The knight with the fable plume then 


VOL. . T. riſing, 
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riſing, lifted the vizor of his helmet, 
and diſcovered the face of Count Tan- 
cred. He fixed his eyes on Rhodolpho, 
who ſtood near the chair of the king, 
and addreſſed him thus: 


cb Bled be ch 
« knight, attend. — Thou holdeft in 
e a rigorous and cruel captivity, if 
| « thy favage rage hath not yet de- 
- « ſtroyed her, the Princeſs Aſpaſia, 
the fiſter of this injured monarch, 

« whoſe favour thou abuſeſt. The 

truth of this I pledge myſelf to make 

« good upon thy head, when, and at 
« what . (provided they be 
| „ ſuch 


LS 
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« ſuch as may become a knight) thou 
cc wult.” | 


At theſe words Count Tancred threw 
down his gauntlet, which Rhodolpho 


took up, denying, with many aſſeve- 
rations, but with manifeſt confuſion, 
the truth of the charge. 


4 Aſtolpho, in whoſe countenance, 


amidſt the ſtrongeſt marks of aſtoniſh- 
ment, a thouſand paſſions ſeemed ſtrug- 
gling for maſtery, aroſe, and ordering 


the lifts to be prepared, and the battle 


to take place on the ſucceeding morn- 
ing, at * break, leſt the chamber, 


„ and 


112 
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and the council broke p m che 
mean time, Count Tancred, who was 
known to many of the knights 11 
Aſtolpho s train, was welcomed to the 
caſtle, and care was taken that he ſhould 
be | honburably treated till the next 
morning ſhould arrive 


Aſtolpho, in the mean time, remain- 
ed involved in the decpeſt perplexity. 
Among his many faults, want of af- 
ſection towards this ſiſter had no place. 
He was fond of her, and it was much 
againſt his inclination that he had felt 
himſelf compelled to ſacrifice her to 
the arms of the Count St. Amand.— 
Eo His 
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His indignation, - therefore, againſt | 
Rhodolpho was raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch, by the very idea, that the ac- 


cuſation of Count Tancred might be 


true; but the important ſecret, of 
' which this favourite was maſter, com- | 
pelled him to ſtifle his reſentment, and 
to hide in ſmiles the rage whichrankled 

in his heart; for he well knew, that 
many perſons of the firſt conſequence, 6 
who at preſent ſupported his cauſe; 
did it from a conviction, which had 
been artfully inſtilled into them, that his 
opponent was an impoſtor, and that 
Emanuel had 8 periſhed, as had 15 
been reported, - e „ 
5 3 a Wes | 
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er he was muſing in his cham- 
ber, agitated by theſe reflections, he 
was ſurpriſed by the preſence of 
| Rhodolpho, who had the privilege . 
of entering - this apartment. —He 
could nt readily account for this 
_ viſit, at ſuch 4 ſeaſon, and was not a 
Little ſurpriſed to find, that the cauſe 
of it was the anxious deſire which Rho- 
dolpho felt to make a ſolemn denial 
of the foul charge, preferred againſt 
him in the preſence of his ſovereign, 
- charge which he ſolemnly aver- 
red to be founded in the moſt at- 
trotioua falſhood, and the moſt in- 
veterate malignity, which, he added, 

he did not doubt he ſhould fully prove 


On 


N 
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on the ſueceeding morning; proteſting 


afſeverations, that he had not ſeen the 
Counteſs ſince the death of his father. 


This declaration was graciouſly re- 
ceived by Aſtolpho, and was, indeed, 
highly grateful to him.— He was will. N 
ing to believe it true; but in ſpite of his 
inclination, he ſelt ſome doubts which he 
could not wholly ſuppreſs. He had long 
ſuſpected the courage of Rhodolpho, 
and could ſcarcely account for his meet- 
ing this charge with ſuch determined 
reſolution. This reſolution, however, 
if it was not a proof that he was inno- | 
cent, was, at leaſt, a ſtrong cne that he 


= 


P4 ." - -_ | 


at the ſame time, with the ſtrongeſt "£37 
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e willing to appear o a circum. 


ſtance which was calculated to ſpare 


to Aſtolpho much mortifying ſelf- 


humiliation; nor could he help look- 
ing with ſome” ſecret anxiety towards. 
the event of the battle, which, by the 


death of Rhodolpho, might free him. 


from a ſubject already become too 


powerful not to i him much un- 


ealineſs. 


# 
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chf. XIX. 


HODOLPHO, in the meantime, 
Who had never made this decla- 
tion till he had taken a reſolution ef- 
fectually to prerent the diſcovery of 
its * thought A. leſs than 
of 


« 


th * 
9 3 


of meeting Count Tancred 1 0 


field.His brain, fertile in every pro- 


ject of villany, had engendered the 


nn and cruel, revolt at nn 


plan of preventing the combat, beſore 
he had pledged himſelf to Aſtolpho, 
that he would ſo ardently embrace that 
method of x proving his innocence, and 
he retired from that prince's chamber 
to give more maturity to his deſign.— 
He knew no method of preventing the 
combat, which was to take place in 
the morning, ſo effectual as that of 
3 his adverſary over night; 
nor did his heart, at once treacherous, 


j 
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| enen 
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He thought, that by the means. of 


ſome worthleſs "inſtruments, about his 


perſon, he might be enabled to do this 
| undiſcovered ; but, at all events, ſhould 
ſuſpicions ariſe, he was ſure of protec- 
tion from Aſtolpho. His only ſubject 


of debate now was how to accompliſh 


his infamous deſign; and after ſome 
time ſpent in Kt he formed 
the following —_ 


. - os 


In conſequence of his brutal tat un- 


| mannerly attack on the defencelef 
label. 


1 
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Iabel, during the preceding night 
that lady had ſent a moſt earneſt in- 
treaty to Aſtolpho, that if ſhe was in 
future to be. confined, her place of 
confinement might be near to his apart- 
ments; nor did Rhodolpho, whom the 
ſudden appearance, and myſterious 
eſcape of Rhinaldo had filled with | 
ſtrange ſuſpicions and fears, oppoſe this 
requeſt; in conſequence of. which the 
princeſs, together with her couſin and 
attendant, was removed to an apart- 


ment nearly einn to that of 
. 


— - 


— 


Rhodolpho, 


— 
4 
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| - Rhofolpho, who. had the ſuperin- 


tendance of the houſehold, though he 


could not, in this caſe, act officially, 
eaſily procured it to be intimated to the 
ſteward, who ſupplied his place, that 
the apartment lately quitted by the 
princeſs, would afford the moſt proper 
accommodation for the ſtrange knight ; 
and that apartment was, upon this inti- 
mation, prepared for him. K n 0 


I Rhodolpho now faw his enemy in 6 
his hands; he had, in the purſuit of 
Rhinaldo, diſcovered the door by 
which he had eſcaped; an inlet to 
the apartment which would be effectu- 
N ©: Bi | ally 
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aliens by the tapeſtry. Through 
this door he determined to give en- 
trance, at midnight, to the ruſſia, Who 
- Gen on the Lady Iſabel, and to two 
others of his train, whom this man 
the buſineſs. Theſe miſcreants were 
to diſpatch che unfortunate Count and 
his attendant with their daggers, while 
Rhodolpho, himſelf, waited without 
to aſſiſt them in 3 of their 
- bodies. N 


Thlbe plan being thus projected, and 
the horrid inſtruments of his infamous 


# 


COUNT noDentC's CASTLE. 223 | 
deſign well inſtrudted ; he ſaw his un- 
ſuſpecting adverſary retire from a flight _ 
meal, of which he partoołk with ſome 
friends, towards his apartment, for the 


night. Aſtolpho alſo retired to reſt. ' 


The tumult of the hall began, by de- 
eee I | 


Absseipbo g 3 
tated by all the accumulated horrors 
which faſten on a deſign ſo diabolical; 
yet urged by deſperate cowardice to 
the perpetration of his guilt, paced; 
with trembling ſtep, the ſtill gloamy 
receſſes of the caſtle.—The darkneſs 


- "Ca 
- * —— 
- 
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and ſilence of the ſcene ſhed a double 
portion of terror, over his mind. 


The clock toll'd two—this was the 
Hour at which his accomplices had 
agreed to meet him—all was ftill i- 
lent, not a ſtep to be heard; he thought 
they had miſtaken the place of appoint- 
ment, and were, perhaps, already ar- 
rived at the ſpot, which vas to be the 
ſcene of their inſamous action. He 
vent up ſtairs, paſſed through the 


Sualery, andarrived at the little door; 


i, when he heard the footſteps of ſome 
Wl | perſons 
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perſons deſcending the ſtairs, on that 
fide of the gallery; they entered the 
apartment with cautious ſilent ſteps. — 
Rhodolpho advanced towards them: 

« Come,” ſaid he, in a low tremulous 
voice; you are late; the door is 
<c opened; be careful, but be reſolute. 
* When the deed is done bring the 
« bodies into this room, with every 

« thing that can lead to a diſcovery, 
e and we will diſpoſe of them.“ 


He had ſcarcely uttered theſe words, | 
when he received the ſword of the per- 
ſon he addreſſed through his body, 

vol. 11. 2 and 
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and the voice of Rhinaldo exclaimed, 
« Die, moſt infamous aſſaſſin. 


Rginaldo, with his father, and friend 
Anſelmo, had been deputed to conduct 
a ſelect body of Emanuel's troops thro' 
the ſubterraneous paſſage, and they 
had gained the tower, undiſcovered, | 
at the hour when it was judged that 
the inhabitants of the caſtle were lulled 


e 3 


155 e to whom the cafery and 
protection of the Lady Ifabel had been 
particularly intruſted by her father, 
; haſtened n by a ſew friends, 
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towards that door, wha he knew | 
communicated with her apartment, 
when he was thus met, and thus ac- 


J 


coſted by Rhodolpho. 3 4 


| ' Rhodolpho, * he received the 
wound, groaned and ell. 


os 


Rhinaldo, 3 by the words | 
of Rhodolpho, with the utmoſt horror, 


drew his ſword from the body, and 


ruſhing towards the door, which he | 
found open, entered the apartpent, 7 
accompanied by his attendants,—On mo” 


lifting the tapeſtry, he was ſurpriſed to 


diſcover, by a light which burned i in 


Q2 the 


2 
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the room, a bn bully ci i in 


arranging and adjuſting ſeveral pieces 
of armour; nor Was this perſon, who 


| was Count Tancred's former deliverer, 


1efs. ſurpriſed to ſee a figure, with a 
ſword imbrued with blood, advance 
from behind the tapeſtry. He dropped 

the helmet which he held in his hand, 
and his ſudden exclatnations awakened 
| his maſter, Count Tancred, who, flip- | 
ping on a looſe robe, and ſnatching 


up a ſword which lay by kim entered 
A i chamber. | 


» 


The Wut furpriſe of Rhinaldo 
| and the Count, at this meeting, kept 
854 them, 
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them, for ſome moments, ſilent — 
Rbinaldo at length informed his friend, 
in a few words, of the operations” of 
dite night, and left him in the care of 
two of his attendants, while he himſelf | 
proceeded in ſearch of Iſabel. 


LEY Þ 


Ile paſſed haſtily through the hall, 
where he already perceived that the 
buſineſs was begun. A party, near the 
ſteps of the range of apartments, which 
were occupied by Aſtolpho, boldly, 
but unſucceſsfully oppoſed another, 8 
at the head of which Rhinaldo diſco- 
vered the plume of his father; he 
ruſhed forward to join him; the oppo- 
Q3 ſte” 
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ſite party re created up the ſteps to- 

vurds the chamber of Altolpho. When 
they arrived at his chamber, they found 
It empty ; nor were they long in diſ- 
covering the fate of d e e 6 
fortunate Prince, 


The viſian, as he wong it, of the 
preceding night, had fo much occu- | 
pied his mind, that the idea of it had, 


1 ſince its appearance, almoſt 9 
| = | . ee ee e 


Hie was obſerved to ds choughtfu ; 
_—_ and gloomy during the courſe of the 
—_ . and when, uker ' ſupper, he «gain 


| | - | 
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retired & bed; he.endeavoured in vain 
to compoſe. himſelf to reſt. Aſter 
ſome hours ſpent in anxiety and terror, 
he aroſe, and, dreſſing himſelf, walked 
about his enen waiting a 


for the dawn. 1 vx ties 


Tired, at length, with” his own 


chamber; where he found the officers 


of his guard and other attendants more | 


alert than uſual from the alarm of the 
preceding evening. He converſed 
with them at intervals for We ne 
During a pauſe in the converſation, he 


* 


thought he heard the found of fort 
Q4 | fiepw” 


= = + * 
» _ + 4 
od on hd * 

1 

Wo 11 

N * 

* 

- 


E 


392. - COUNT KODERIC'S CASTLE. 
: * : 


ſteps without. | The ſtate of his mind 
made him awake to every ſuſpicion 


he liſtened again—it was no longer to 
be doubted. In a fitof deſperation he 
ruſhed out at the head of his few at- 
tendants, and met his fate at the very 


firſt onſet. He was found ſoon after- 


wards/in the hall covered with wounds, 


and 3 e of 


animation. 5 


* * 4 


as 


; — 58 affiſted to beat back the 
Party who oppoſed his father, Rhi- 
naldo, whoſe thoughts were continu- 
ally bent upon his Iſabel, again de- 


himself with a ſmall party in 


:$ 3 


- 4.4 Tana 
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purſuit of her. From the door of a 
chamber near to Aſtolpho's, he faw- 
three females ruſh forth in all the wild- 
neſs of ſudden and extreme terror. 
He met them, and repeating the name: 
of Iſabel, ſtopped their progreſs, ——- 
The firft of theſe females pronouncing, 
the name of Rhinaldo, — f 
— . 


It was the Lady Label He con- 
8 * * her Couſin and at- 
Tancred, ages ws: md. he 
kü that he might again join his 
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further; but he found his preſence uſes 
leſs. Emanuel had on the preceding 
day contrived to ſend intelligence to 
the party of cavalry which'Count Ro- 
"deric had prepared himſelf to join, of 
"the plan in agitation, with. orders to 
march in the night; and ſurpriſe, if 
poſſible, that part of Aſtolpho's lines, 
which was oppoſite to their quartera; 
at the fame time he quitted the priory, | 
and at the head of his choſen troops 
made an attack on thoſe poſts which 
vere the neareft to him. Aſſaulted at 
once on oppoſite ſides, and this. in the 
middle of the night, * troops 
41225 | e 
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. 
1 : 


. 1 PRs | 
count RODERIC'S CASTLE, 23s 


| made but a feeble reſiſtance, W 
a ſnort ſtand they denn to 1 as 
_ ſides. 

Count-Roderic, in the mean time, 
having filled the Caſtle with his fol- 
lowers, and ſecured the ſoldiers within, 
who, lulled in a fatal ſecurity, were. 
moſt of them ſurpriſed without arms, 
had by this meaſure effectually diſcon-- 


certed the troops, who fled before 


Emanuel; for when they retreated for 
refuge to the Caſtle, they found the 
drawbridge in poſſeſſion of their ene- 
men... | 


They 
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8 They threw down their arms the 
gates were ſoon opened to Emanuel, 
and the dawn of day ſaw his ſtandard: 

diſplayed on the walls. | 
„ | 7 , 6 — 
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HINALDO had no ſooner fa- 
luted his beloved and revered ſo- 
vereign, and joined in the general con- 


gratulations on this ſingular ſucceſs, 
chan he flew to the apartment of Count 


Tancred, that he might introduce his 
1fabel to a. parent whom ſhe had not 
ſeen ſince the age of childhood, and 
whom ſhe had fo long lamented as 


x 


. COUNT r nODERIC's CASTLE. 


He found the chamber empty but, 
liſtening, was attracted by the ſound of 
voices to che little room behind the ta- 
peſtry, where he diſcovered the Count, 
the Lady Iſabel, Ellenor, and their 


| They were ſurrounding a wretched. 
man, who ſeemed mortally wounded. 


_— on the ground with his 
back 
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back againſt the wall, and was ſup- 
ported on one ſide by one of the at- 


It was Count Rhodolpho, whoſe 
groans had led them from the inner 
chamber to the ſpot where he lay.— 
When Rhinaldo entered, he was im- 

ploring the pardon of the ſurrounding. 
audience, but particularly of Tancred,. 
for the offences he had committed, fon; ' 
for the farther ones which he had me- — "» 
ditared againſt them. SE. 


He roll PET. Tancred FE. the : 
Princeſs * was confined in „ 
% | 5 Caſtle, © © 


* 
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Caſtle, and, drawing a ring from his 


I finger, informed him, that upon pro- 


-ducing that token to his ſteward, who 
had then the- command of the Caſtle; 
ſhe would be immediately delivered to 

n Fe 

He confeſſed, with much cunicritiqn, 

that a paſſion he had conceived for that 

lady, ſtronger than, that which bound 
him towards the Lady Iſabel, had cauſed 
him wy to ſecrete hes, | 


1 b exhauſted, Rhi- 
naldo ordered him to be canveyed to 
ahe bed in the adjoining chamber. 
| . This 


* 
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This was with ſome difficulty done. 
His wound was there drefſed, but he 
died in the courſe of the ſucceeding 
day. i . ; 


F — 
: 
* 


Emanuel, thus reſtored to his throne, 
| beſtowed every day freſh marks of his 
favour on Rhinaldo and his father, who 
; had been the inſtruments of this happy 
| revolution. . | | 


„ 


For Rhinaldo he had long felt and 
long profeſſed the affection of a father ; 
he no ſooner received his long-loſt. 
daughter from his hands, than he re- _ 
turned her to this affectionate lover, as 
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the brighteſt boon he could beſtow.— 
That the was indeed ſo, every hour 
which this enviable father fpent in her 
company convinced him; and, per- 
haps, if he had not ſo ſuddenly given 
her to Rhinaldo, the difficulty he felt 
in parting with her might have inclined 


kim to heſitate. 


Anſelmo now interceded with Rhi- 
naldo to mention his pretenſions to the 
Lady Ellenor; nor were they for- a 
moment diſregarded. Emanuel ex- 
preſſed himſelf happy to be enabled 
thus to reward the attachment of this 


. 2 2 * : 3 2 Cf, W_ 
deſerving young nobleman.  - © 
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The laſt words of the. miſerable 


Rhodolpho filled the boſom of Count 
Tancred with a tumult of hopes and 
fears. He had no ſooner been intro- 


| duced by his friend Rhinaldo to Ema- 


nuel, than he prepared to depart for 
Rhodolpho's Caſtle, having obtained, in 


addition to the token he had received, 


a mandate from the king. It will be 
_ needleſs to deſcribe the rapture which 
— meeting of theſe . 


— of Rhinakdo te | =; 


| 2 obtained the reſtoration of the 


eſtates of the Count St. Amand, whick 


A had been forfeired ; and after ſome time 


R 2 F 
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; paſſed in 1 widowhood, from reſpect to 
the memory of an huſband, who had 
ſo little deſerved it, ſhe rewarded the 
faithful attachment of Count Tencred 
with her hand. | 
© The ſteady and zealous ſervices of 
Rugiero were not forgotten by Rhi- | 
naldo, who obtained for him an ho- 
nourable and lucrative ſituation. Nor 
did the Lady Iſabel overlook. in Bar- 
bara, the companion of her toils and 
her dangers; and they found, when, 
after a reign of many proſperous years, 


| : the death of Emanuel exalted them to 


de throne of Lombardy, in theſe ſteady 
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and zealous adherents, true and loyal 
ſubjects, and firm and faithful friends. 

| | The hours of adverſity which Ema- 
nuel had known, had ſtrengthened his. 
mind, which his tedious ſolitude had 
much inured to habits of reflection; 
nor could he fail to obſerve, as oſten 
as he contemplated the combination o 
circumſtances which had brought about 
a revolution ſo ſingular, how ſeldom, - 
if we would wait patiently for events, 
we ſhould have reaſon to invei oh againſt 
the ſucceſs, even in this life, attending 
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criminal actions; and with how little 
e 5 25, Io con- 
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. . | conſtancy and foreſight we are con- 
tinue to lament thoſe circumſtances 


as evil, which eventually, though inex- - 
- plicably, produce our greateſt good. 
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